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Seven Chinese 
students are among the 
37 confirmed killed in 
a deadly fire that swept 
through a dormitory at a 
Moscow university early 
Monday. 

Chinese ambassador 
to Russia Liu Guchang 
said Wednesday that 43 
Chinese students are 
undergoing medical 
treatment in 11 Moscow 
hospitals while three 
others have already 
been discharged. 

Several Chinese 
students are still listed 
as missing, the 
ambassador said, 
adding that embassy 
staff were continuing 
efforts to determine 
their whereabouts. He 
did not rule out a 
possible increase in the 
number of Chinese 
victims. 

The fire broke out 
Monday at about 2:50 
am Moscow time in a 
dormitory of the Patrice 
Lumumba Peoples’ 
Friendship University, 
killing at least 37 
foreign students from 
more than 20 countries. 
Nearly 200 victims 
remain hospitalized. 

Russian authorities 
have launched an 
investigation into the 
cause of the fire. Police 
indicated that the fire 
appeared to have been 
caused by misuse or 
malfunction of an 
electric appliance, 
probably an electric 
heater. 

President Hu Jintao 
urged the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the 
Ministry of Education 
and the Chinese 
Embassy in Moscow to 
maintain contact with 
the Russian authorities 
to get the full facts 
about the situation. 

President Hu and 
Premier Wen Jiabao 
also urged the 
ministries and the 
embassy to look after 
the injured Chinese 
students and locate the 
missing students as 
quickly as possible. 

(Sources:Xinhua) 


Michael Lyon’s sculpture studio 


after five years of travel and re- 
search in other provinces. “I came 
here to collaborate with other art 
professionals and secure venues 
for exhibit my work,” he notes. 

From Scheibbs, Austria (pop- 
ulation 5,000), Katharina Sch- 
neider-Roos first came to China 
in 1993 to study for three years. 
Having married fellow student 
Olivier Roos from Switzerland, 
the pair returned to China in 
2001 so she could teach at Beijing 
University. Over the next 18 
months, she followed up with 
the directors she had met while 
translating at the Vienna Film 
Festival and collaborated with 
Solveig Klassen from Germany 
to make My Camera Doesn’t Lie , 
a documentary about the inde- 
pendent film industry in Beijing. 
Finished in January 2003, the 
film has since toured interna- 
tional film festivals in Berlin, Los 
Angeles, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Korea and Vienna. 

Residency program 

Australian Brian Wallace, 


owner and manager of the suc- 
cessful Red Gate Gallery, took a 
longer view of helping develop 
the capital’s international artis- 
tic community by establishing 
the first private sector artist res- 
idency program over ten years 
ago, formally established in 2000. 
It now comprises five apart- 
ments plus the Australia-China 
Council’s permanent residence in 
Beijing. Over 50 international 
artists have been through the 
program so far, staying from one 
to six months at a time. 

Englishman Michael Lyons 


Photo Provided by Red Gate Gallery 


says of his Red Gate residencies, 
“Beijing is an extremely dynamic 
and vibrant city with an emerg- 
ing art environment which gets 
stronger all the time. It’s an ex- 
citing place to make art. I did an 
enormous amount of work as a 
result of the residency; one piece 
I made there won an Interna- 
tional Prize in China.” 

The Red Gate residencies offer 
international artists “an unexpect- 
ed and exciting opportunity, with 
the comfort of knowing they’ll be 
looked after. German native Lutz 
Presser agrees “the residencies are 
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and definitely I knew that it had to 
be Beijing. Here is the real core of 
the melting pot that China demon- 
strates in this ‘post-everything’ era 
society. Beijing is everyday com- 
pelled to negotiate its political and 
historical status.” 

Hailing from Brittany, France, 
photographer Soizick Porte has 
lived and worked in Beijing since 
1997. She finds the capital “stimu- 
lating, challenging and above all, 
constantly amusing.” Manchester- 
born visual artist Martin Der- 
byshire moved to Beijing in 2000 


a fantastic opportunity to spend 
time in a place which is changing 
so rapidly from one kind of cul- 
tural milieu to another. We might 
all be lamenting soon enough the 
homogenizing effect and cultural 
leveling seemingly introduced by 
globalization, so China to me at 
present, reveals things lost or re- 
placed by alluring novel cultural 
shifts whose impact will ripple on 
for some time to come.” 

What makes these talented vi- 
sionaries call Beijing home? Wal- 
lace recalls, “After five years of 
study and work and organizing 
artists, the decision had to be made 
about going home or open an art 
gallery. That was simple enough 
as we perceived a growing interest 
in contemporary Chinese art and 
there was certainly a huge need 
to provide exhibition opportunities 
to young artists. And here we are 
twelve years later.” 

For Schneider-Roos “Beijing 
has a tightly-knit film communi- 
ty, which is very supportive and 
helpful. With the Beijing Film 
Academy, it’s really the center 
of China’s film industry.” She 
continues, “The increasing relax- 
ation of censorship and official 
recognition of independent film 
has opened up a new way for 
artists to have public access and 
recognition, so it’s a very excit- 
ing time in China’s film industry 
since these people will be giving 
the existing film system a new 
energy with new perspectives 
and subjects. It will be fascinat- 
ing to see how this develops, as 
a huge turning point in China’s 
film development.” Rumours on 
the grapevine say a 100 year 
retrospective of Chinese film is 
in the works, which will go a 
long way to including both main- 
stream and independent per- 
spectives in current dialogue, as 
well as bringing many of these 
previously-unseen films to do- 
mestic audiences. 

More at home speaking puton- 
ghua than English, in which he is 
fluent, von Erlenbach raves about 
Beijing, “I love the spontaneity of 
the people in Beijing, so much feel- 
ing. I am just really happy living 
here, the Chinese are so hospi- 
table. It’s my lucky destiny that 
brings me to China. The most sur- 
prising to me was how fast things 
change, I never know what will 
happen next week. I see it as a 
challenge as I must be more flex- 
ible and adaptable and also often 
many unique opportunities come 
up in this way.” He sums up, “No 
matter where my life takes me, 
part of my heart will always be in 
China.” 

Lifestyle choice 

Norton says of the decision to 
base herself in Beijing, “Although 
my work will eventually take me 
to secondary and smaller cities, by 
being based in Beijing I can experi- 
ence the most and build networks 
for my future work in China.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


Beatrice Leanza at 
her home in Beijing 
Photo by 
Carole Lauvergne 


By Darlene Lee 

A s Beijing pulls out the 
stops to achieve global 
parity in arenas beyond 
the economic, the capital’s cul- 
tural community has not been 
left out of the boom in invest- 
ment and opening up. 

One visible result of this lav- 
ish attention is the increasing 
community of international art- 
ists who call Beijing home. They 
come from tiny towns and large 
cities, drawn by the opportuni- 
ties to create and collaborate. 
They come from all disciplines: 
classical music, visual arts, film. 
International appeal 

Lisa Norton, associate profes- 
sor at the School of the Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago, elected to spend 
her first sabbatical in 15 years in 
China - a logical extension of her 
work in the sustain ability of craft 
and knowledge systems. “I came 
here to reality-test my ideas, to be- 
come a student of Chinese society,” 
Norton says. She is so happy about 
her experience that she has ex- 
tended her sabbatical another year 
as non-paid leave, “I love Beijing. 
It’s so elegant and beautiful with a 
strong sense of history while being 
chaotic at the same time.” 

From the tiny town of Durk- 
stadt, Germany; Elahiu von Er- 
lenbach arrived in Yunnan in 
1998 to become China’s first for- 
eign conductor. The National Bal- 
let of China found him while on 
tour and brought him to Beijing 
to conduct for their orchestra. 
In 2000, von Erlenbach was ap- 
pointed conductor of the Beijing 
Symphony Orchestra, a post he 
busily combines with that of 
Cultural Ambassador for Tianjin 
(where he conducts the Tianjin 
Music Conservatory Orchestra, 
the Youth Orchestra and the Nan 
Kai Symphony Orchestra). 

Beatrice Leanza from Milan, It- 
aly graduated with a degree in Chi- 
nese contemporary art and headed 
for China. She landed a job cu- 
rating with the China Art and 
Archives Warehouse three weeks 
after arriving, “I decided to come to 
China to experience personally the 
real dynamics revolving around 
the artistic Chinese community, 


Elahiu von Erlenbach 

Photo hy Zuo Ruixiang 


# > 't 4+ a ® Under the auspices of the Information Office of Beijing Municipal Government ■ Run by Beijing Youth Daily ■ President: Zhang Yanping ■ Editor in Chief: Zhang Yabin ■ Executive Deputy Editor in Chief: He Pingping ■ Direc- 

tor °f the Editorial Department: Liu Feng ■ Price: 2 yuan per issue B26 yuan for 3 months BAddress: No.23, Building A, Baijiazhuang Dongli, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China BZip Code: 100026 BTelephone/Fax: (010) 
Beijing youth daily 6590-2525 B E-mail: bjtoday@ynet.com B Hotline for subscription with Red Cap Company: (010) 67756666 B Overseas Code Number: D1545 B Overseas Distribution Agent: China International Book Trading Corporation 








TRENDS 


2 NOVEMBER 28, 2003 


SWING TODAY 


E-mail: houmingxin@ynet.com 


EDITOR: HOU MINGXIN DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Draft Foreign Trade 
law Approved 

By Hou Mingxin 

Draft amendments to China’s 
foreign trade law and the pro- 
visions on customs protection of 
intellectual property rights were 
approved in principle by the 
State Council on Wednesday 
The draft amendments to the 
foreign trade law are aimed at 
adjusting to the situation and 
demands in the wake of China join- 
ing the World Trade Organization 

SOI Managers 
income lied to 
Performance 

By Zhang Bo 

According to Shanghai Security 
Daily , the State-owned Assets 
Supervision and Administration 
Commission of the State Council 
is to launch a system for assessing 
management performance for enter- 
prises directly under the central gov- 
ernment departments next year. 

Under the new system, there 
will reportedly be four key indi- 
cators set to evaluate manage- 
ment performance. 

These indicators are: total 
profits, value-added ratio of 

Film industry 
Opens to Foreign 
and Private Capital 

By Hou Mingxin 

From December 1, China will 
allow foreign and private investors 
to buy minority shares in film pro- 
duction companies, according to 
sources from the State Administra- 
tion of Radio, Film and Television. 

The policy change comes under 
the framework of a recent ordinance 
released by the administration on 
qualifications for film production, 


two years ago, with the purpose of 
developing foreign trade, protect- 
ing market order and promoting 
the development of the country’s 
socialist market economy. 

After amendments by the 
State Council, the draft of the 
foreign trade law will be deliv- 
ered to the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s Congress 
for approval. 

The draft revision of the pro- 
visions on the customs protection 
of intellectual property rights 
will also be issued by the State 
Council, after it makes certain 
amendments. 

assets (ratio of net profits to net 
assets), value of current assets 
and the ratio of sales cost to 
sales income. The principal indi- 
cators are total profits and value- 
added ratio of assets, which will 
account for 40 and 30 percent 
respectively of the evaluation. 

The manager’s income will be 
directly tied to his management 
performance, and will consist of 
basic salary and performance 
bonus. The basic salary will be 
assessed according to the scale 
of the enterprise, average wage 
level of the industry, regional 
income gap and general income 
level of the whole country. 

The result of the evaluation will 
determine the performance bonus, 
which is generally no more than 
three times the basic salary. 

distribution and projection. 

According to the ordinance, 
foreign capital is also allowed to 
invest in film technology joint 
ventures, and overseas investors 
will be given more access in the 
area of cinema operation. 

Currently, foreign enterprises 
are only approved to build cine- 
mas as minority shareholders in 
joint ventures or cooperative busi- 
nesses. They do not have the right 
to run and manage cinemas. 

State-owned cinemas are at 
present in dire need of funds to 
upgrade equipment and compete 
with new joint-venture cinema 
complexes. 


Home’s Where the Art Is 


(Continued from page 1) 

Norton’s work bridging the dis- 
ciplines of art, architectural design 
and systems focuses on the junc- 
ture between historic and contem- 
porary and as such, part of her 
mission is “to take microsystems 
which work well in China and 
share them with the rest of the 
world.” 

Porte notes that Beijing offers 
“the most direct meeting of old 
and new, the official and the 
underground. The juxtaposition 
of dissimilarities creates a ten- 
sion and interaction that is 
unique to Beijing. For me, that 
means a lot more emotions to 
pour into my art.” 

Beijing audiences benefit from 
being at the forefront of the 
development of domestic audi- 
ences. Von Erlenbach enthuses 
about the growing appreciation 
for classical music in the capital 
noting, “Though the classical music 
domestic market is limited, it is 
growing rapidly - due partially to 
the afford ability of classical music 
CDs. When concerts are free, we 
always have a full house, which 
means that there is much inter- 
est in classical music. This will 
only continue as audiences have 
more access to high-quality classi- 
cal music performances.” 

Norton concurs, “Sweeping cul- 
tural differences no longer exist 
as artists have access to the same 
information, so the dialogue is sim- 
ilar. The gap occurs because domes- 
tic art audiences are just starting 
to be nurtured.” Porte says of her 
recent show titled The Anatomy of 
Restlessness, “I was entranced by 
the reaction of the Chinese to my 
photographs; they were not only 
engaged visually and in the subject 
matter but were also full of ques- 
tions about the how’s and why’s.” 

Visual artist Martin Der- 
byshire adds, “The most refresh- 
ing thing about Beijing is that 
we have a context in which to 
be surprised by discovering how 
similar we are: a process which 
undermines all the stereotypical 
definitions through which super- 
ficial and exploitative relation- 
ships are maintained and which 
instead orients us towards more 


authentic collaborations based 
on unity and mutual respect.” 
Global culture 

As a microcosm of the economic 
sphere, these Beijingers-by-choice 
are optimistic about the capital’s 
increasing role in the global cul- 
tural community. “The Chinese 
have consistently been participat- 
ing in and winning prizes at inter- 
national film festivals for over 20 
years now,” notes Schneider-Roos. 
“It’s a huge turning point in the 
development of film in China and 
that’s what makes it so fascinat- 
ing,” she adds. 

Porte observes “It’s not so much 
that Beijing needs to become inter- 
national ...Artists from every prov- 
ince are coming to Beijing for 
the multi-cultural possibility and 
opportunity of the city. It’s more a 
question of what it will take for 
Beijing to be the ultimate destina- 
tion ... rather than a way station 
for going abroad.” 

From her perspective as pro- 
fessor, artist and critic; Norton 
feels that “the artwork here is 
the best kept secret in the art 
world. It’s not fully understood 
externally in its own context and 
I hope to help bridge that gap 
when I get home.” 

Curator Leanza is “most confi- 
dent that China will attract a lot 
of people in the future. Chinese 
artists have intense mental ties 
bounding their approach to tradi- 
tion and to a society which is per- 
meated by a very unique urban 
ethos. It’s a thrilling experience to 
be in China, it’s a world in itself.” 

“Like other places in Asia, it 
will take time for the local estab- 
lishment to accept that foreign- 
ers can play a constructive part 
in the arts establishment, not 
just on the fringe,” observes Red 
Gate’s Wallace. “Beijing has great 
resources but needs to seek input 
at all levels of the art world 
- galleries, museums, teaching, 
exchange programs, curatorial 
studies programs, gallery asso- 
ciations, advisory bodies, fund- 
ing bodies, think tanks, art fairs, 
biennales, publishing, touring 
exhibitions and so on. It is hap- 
pening slowly but could benefit 
from a sustained booster.” 


Concern over US 
TV Import Ruling 


China is seriously concerned about a US 
ruling that has slapped dumping duties on color 
television imports from China, a Ministry of 
Commerce official said Tuesday. 

The US Department of Commerce Monday 
imposed tariffs ranging from 27.9 percent to 78.4 per- 
cent on color television sets imported from China. 

The official, from the ministiy’s Import and Export 
Fair Trade Bureau, pointed out that most color televi- 
sion sets exported by China to the US contain parts 
that China imports from Japan, the US and other 
countries and regions. 

“Under such circumstances, it is very hard to 
understand the US move to impose such high 
dumping tariffs on Chinese enterprises, unless 
the United States regards these nations and 
regions as having dumped color television parts 
on China,” said the official. 


He said in China the production and sale of 
color televisions depend on the market, and the 
related companies are responsible for their own 
business and compete with each other. 

“And it is utterly unjustifiable that the United 
States still uses India as a third surrogate coun- 
try to calculate the prices of Chinese products,” 
he added. 

The imposition of dumping tariffs in this case 
also violates section 15 of the protocol China 
signed when it entered the World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO) and the WTO’s basic principles, 
according to the official. 

The US has accused China of dumping on 
seven occasions so far this year, involving a total 
of US $1.6 billion. This has greatly disturbed 
the normal trade order between China and the 
United States, he said. (Xinhua) 



Anger at US imposiUon 
of Fabric Import Quotas 


Vice Minister of Commerce Ma Xiuhong sum- 
moned US Ambassador Clark Randt for an emer- 
gency meeting last Thursday, expressing deep 
regret and firm opposition to the US decision to 
impose import quotas on Chinese fabric products. 

The US announced Monday a request for 
negotiations on imports from China of knitted 
fabrics, bras, dressing gowns and robes, as safe- 
guard measures, which could trigger the imposi- 
tion of import quotas. 

The decision will negatively impact China-US 
trade and harm the interests of the US itself, 
Ma said, adding that US exports of raw fabric 
materials, finished products and textile machin- 
ery to China had surged in recent years. 

China hopes the US fully will recognize the 
negative impact on normal trade between the 
two countries caused by abusing safeguard mea- 
sures on fabric products and urges the US to 
withdraw its wrong decision, Ma said. 


Since September last year, the Ministry of 
Commerce had pointed out many times that the 
US textile industry had failed to prove in its 
application for restrictions that the reduction of 
US textile products was the result of imports 
from China, she said. 

The decision did not conform to the US Com- 
mittee for the Implementation of Textile Agree- 
ments’s procedure on special safeguards against 
Chinese textile products and garments, and to 
the contents of the working group report on Chi- 
na’s accession to the WTO, Ma said. 

“The US administration’s decision to request 
negotiations in disregard of the facts runs coun- 
ter to WTO principles on free trade, transpar- 
ency and non-discrimination,” Ma said. 

“As a WTO member, China reserves the right 
to appeal to the relevant organizations of the 
WTO to safeguard the interests of Chinese 
industries,” she added. (Xinhua) 


No Plans to Dump 
US Treasury Donds 


By Ji Runju 

China will not dump US treasury bonds in 
retaliation for the new restrictions on import- 
ing Chinese fabrics, China Business reported 
Monday. 

“The nature of our agency is to manage the 
national forex assets well, to put it simply, we’re 
looking at profits, and as long as we don’t get 
instructions from the central bank, we won’t sell 
US treasury bonds in a bid to retaliate,” an official 
with State Administration of Foreign Exchange, 
who declined to give his name, told the paper. 


“Though the exchange rate of the US dollar 
has been dropping, we have our measures in 
place to reduce as much as possible any possible 
loss,” the official was quoted as saying. 

China’s foreign exchange reserves are the 
second-largest in the world after Japan’s, hit- 
ting $383.9 billion by late September, and many 
international investors are afraid that China 
will sell off US treasury bonds in retaliation 
the recent US anti-dumping move. As a con- 
sequence, the exchange rate of the US dollar 
against every principal currency has fallen. 


AnU-dumping Tariff 
Collected on Ctaemical 


By Hou Mingxin 

The Ministry of Commerce last Saturday 
began levying an anti-dumping tax on a chem- 
ical product imported from the United States, 
the Republic of Korea and Japan. 

Starting from November 22, imports from 
these countries of the chemical, toluene diisocy- 
anate, will attract tariffs ranging from 3 to 49 
percent for a five-year period, according to a bul- 


letin issued by the ministry. 

The former Ministry of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation (MOFTEC) started an 
anti-dumping investigation into this product in 
May 2002, at the request of Chinese producers. 

The Ministry of Commerce, which succeeded 
MOFTEC, announced an initial decision in June 
this year. Last Saturday’s announcement was 
the final verdict on this case. 


Public Security Review 


Break-ins and auto thefts 
again accounted for the major- 
ity of crimes investigated by 
Beijing police last week. 

The theft cases mostly 
occurred in Chaoyang, 
Haidian and Fengtai dis- 
tricts at night and in the 
early mornings. 

Residential complexes, 
office buildings and rented 
houses on the outskirts were 
the most common sites for 
break-ins to occur. 

The number of robberies 
committed by motorcyclists is 
increasing as a percentage of 
reported crime, the majority of 
which have occurred at heav- 
ily populated locations in east- 
ern Chaoyang, especially at 
crossroads under overpasses, 
entrances to residential com- 
plexes and shopping-malls. 

In most cases, the rob- 
beries were committed by 
two men riding a motorcy- 
cle and the targets, middle- 
aged women. 

Police have urged citizens 
to be wary using mobile 
phones at intersections and 
in crowded places and to take 
care of valuables when walk- 
ing in the street. 

(Information from Beijing 
Public Security Bureau) 


Zhongguancun Think 
Tank Established 

By Shan Jinliang 

Since November 20, a team 
of 32 entrepreneurs have been 
working in a think tank partici- 
pating in decision-making on the 
development of the Zhongguan- 
cun Science Park 

The Zhongguancun Entrepre- 
neurs Consulting Committee, 
under the State Council, consists 
of 25 permanent commissioners 
and seven invited commissioners, 
all high-tech entrepreneurs or 
involved in venture capital busi- 
ness. Liu Chuanzhi, president of 
Lenovo Holding Corporation is 
director of the committee, which 
also includes Shu Qi, vice presi- 
dent of HP China and Xu Tao, head 
of Viatech China region. 

Zhongguancun Science Park 
Administrative Committee com- 
missioner Zhao Mulan told 
Xinhua last week that foreign- 
invested companies are impor- 
tant members of the science 
park, and only when their ideas 
should be fully respected. Around 
12 percent of the almost 10,000 
Zhongguancun companies are 
foreign-funded, Zhao added. 

Dai Wei, deputy director of the 
administrative committee told 
press last Thursday that accord- 
ing to the regulations of Zhong- 
guancun, suggestions from the 
consulting committee must be 
considered before the adminis- 
trative committee makes any 
major decisions. These entrepre- 
neurs are also entitled to present 
their ideas and suggestions to 
state-level ministries and depart- 
ments and the Beijing municipal 
government. 

Wider Access for OS 
Trauel Agencies 

By Lei Li 

The National Tourism Adminis- 
tration has announced China will 
allow more foreign travel firms to 
establish agencies here, in order to 
meet WTO commitments, Xinhua 
reported last Friday. 

China’s tourism industry had 
attracted US $50 billion in for- 
eign investment by the end of 
2002, about 11 percent of the 
total foreign investment of $450 
billion, the report said. 

Currently, Shangri-la, Shera- 
ton, Hilton and other interna- 
tional hotel groups have entered 
the Chinese market and 10 joint 
venture travel agencies have 
been established in China. 

Foreign investors will also be 
allowed to take controlling stakes 
in joint ventures. Foreign firms will 
be allowed to operate in five major 
cities: Beijing, Shanghai, Guang- 
zhou, Shenzhen and Xi’an. 

In July, the administration 
approved the establishment in 
Beijing of Jalpak International, 
the first foreign-financed travel 
agency in China. 
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Government Plan to Push Digital 
TV Channels in Question 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The State Administration 
of Radio, Film and Television 
(SARFT), the watchdog of Chi- 
na’s electronic media and cul- 
ture industry, has announced 
plans to promote the develop- 
ment of domestic digital pay- 
TV channels. However, the 
ambitious plan has met with 
as much doubt and hesitation 
as cheer. 

SARFT spokesman Zhu 
Hong told the Beijing-based 
entertainment newspaper 
Beijing StarDaily on Monday 
that his administration was 
set to grant licenses to 80 digi- 
tal television channels and 45 
digital radio channels by the 
end of 2005 and would phase 
out all analog programs by 
2015. “We hope to have more 
than 150 pay-TV channels by 
then,” he added. 

Analog TV programming is 
expected to meet its end by 
2006 in the US, 2010 in Eu- 
rope and 2011 in Japan. 

According to Zhu, one third 
of the 150 domestic channels 
would be operated under the 
system of China Central Tele- 
vision (CCTV) and the rest 
would be managed by provin- 
cial or lower-level stations. 

The government’s plan 
would bring the total number 
of programming channels in 
China up to around 500, but 
could conflict with the many 
separate cable and satellite 
TV stations and networks al- 
ready operating in the country. 
SARFT has so far licensed 27 
digital pay-TV channels and 


seven radio programs, most 
of which have started broad- 
casting since September 1 
and are based in big cities 
such as Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou. 

A survey conducted by 
CVSC-Sofres Media, a joint 
venture TV audience measur- 
ing firm set up by China 
International Television Cor- 
poration and Taylor Nelson 
Sofres, one of the world’s lead- 
ing market research groups, 
showed the number of sub- 
scribers in these new services 
has reached 50,000. 

The Hong Kong-based Ca- 
ble and Satellite Broadcasting 
Association of Asia forecasts 
that by 2010, pay-TV program 
subscribers in the mainland 
will reach 128 million. Ac- 
cording to a SARFT report, 
“If one subscriber pays 1,000 
yuan per year, that means 
revenues of 100 billion yuan. 
Moreover, there will be mas- 
sive demand for set top boxes 
needed to upgrade the more 
than 400 million analog TV 
sets in this country, as well as 
huge demand for new digital 
TV sets.” 

Hao Shiheng, a mass com- 
munications researcher at the 
Beijing Broadcasting Insti- 
tute, said, “Market potential 
is even greater if we consider 
the demand brought by the 
upgrading of digital TV 
programs, establishment of 
broadband networks and re- 
lated broadcasting equipment 
production.” 

However, these same seg- 


ments are exactly where oth- 
er experts see significant 
dangers. 

While China has laid a 
huge amount of TV cable in 
the past decade, the new pay- 
TV programs would require 
greater bandwidth, necessitat- 
ing new rounds of network 
construction. In addition, ca- 
ble TV networks are owned 
and operated by different en- 
tities in different locations, 
making a united pay-TV net- 
work difficult to set up. 

SARFT has announced 
plans to establish a com- 
pany to coordinate nation- 
wide network construction 
and connection by the end of 
this year. 

Program production poses 
another significant second 
problem. Over 70 percent of 
China’s TV stations are wor- 
ried that the dearth high- 
quality programming would 
be a major obstacle in pro- 
moting digital pay-TV chan- 
nels, according to the survey 
by CVSC-Sofres Media. 

“At present, we have not 
yet met market demand for 
analog TV programs, not to 
mention higher-quality digital 
programs,” said Wang Lanzhu, 
general manager of CVSC-So- 
fres Media. 

Another nagging concern 
is pricing. Normal charges in 
coastal cities run 30 to 50 
yuan per month, according 
the survey. Such prices would 
have to drop dramatically to 
draw viewers from China’s 
vast hinterland. 
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Will EVD Render DVD 


Private Capital Adds Ufe 
to Old AucUon House 


Obsolete? 

By James Liu 

China has moved forward 
from being the world’s biggest 
maker of DVD players to ac- 
tually creating a next-gener- 
ation replacement technology, 
the EVD, or enhanced versatile 
disk. The introduction of the 
EVD could be the first step in 
the formation of a new national 
industry standard. 

Beijing E-world Technology 
Co. Ltd., a government-backed 
consortium of enterprises and 
research organizations, unveiled 
the first line of super-high def- 
inition EVD players at a press 
conference in the capital on No- 
vember 18. The resolution of 
EVD is up to five times that of 
DVD, and the players are ex- 
pected to sell for around 1,900 
yuan, 800 yuan higher than 
many low-range DVD players. 

The Ministry of Information 
Industry will set up a group this 
month to deliberate on whether 
to adopt EVD as the new nation- 
al industry standard, the minis- 
try’s spokesman said. 

The creation of the new tech- 
nology is intended to allow do- 
mestic home electronics makers 
to avoid paying massive roy- 
alties to the owners of the 
patents for DVD technology, in- 
cluding Philips and some Jap- 
anese electronics giants. More 
than 100 domestic DVD mak- 
ers produced about 30 million 
players last year and exported 
20 million machines, account- 
ing for nearly 70 percent of all 
the players on the global mar- 
ket. At present, domestic DVD 
makers pay a total of 2.7 billion 
yuan a year in licensing fees to 
foreign patent owners. 

“It’s not a question of whether 
we will go the way of EVD. It is 
a question of whether it will hap- 
pen fast or slow,” Hao Jie, presi- 
dent of E-world Technology, said 
at the conference for the unveil- 
ing of the new technology. Accord- 
ing Hao, 1.8 million EVD players 


will be manufactured in 2004. 

However, EVD will not be 
able to knock DVD from its lead- 
ing position overnight. “Even if 
China were to adopt EVD, it 
seems unlikely that it would be 
widely adopted in the rest of the 
world,” Helen Davis Jayalath 
told Reuters at the event. Jayal- 
ath is a senior analyst with the 
London-based Screen Digest, a 
market research journal on au- 
dio visual media. Her doubts 
were echoed by some Chinese 
counterparts, as a researcher 
from the domestic digital disk 
technology industry expressed 
concerns over the willingness of 
movie giants like Warner Broth- 
ers, Dreamworks and Fox to 
adopt this standard in their en- 
tertainment products. 

Only five domestic DVD mak- 
ers have signed up to make 
EVDs. SVA Electronics, one of 
China’s biggest DVD makers 
with an annual output of about 
five million players, has started 
mass production, a company 
spokesman announced at the 
November 18 conference. 

E-world Company has ap- 
plied for 25 patents for EVD- 
related technologies, seven of 
which have been granted. The 
company has nearly 40 more 
patent applications in the pipe- 
line. In addition, a group of 
major Chinese home appliances 
manufacturers have submitted 
applications for making EVD 
an international technical stan- 
dard to the International Elec- 
tro Technical Commission and 
the International Organization 
for Standardization. 

In 1999, the Chinese govern- 
ment contributed 10 million yuan, 
or one quarter of the total re- 
search and development costs, to 
begin research of EVD after nine 
major foreign electronics makers, 
including Sony and Toshiba, pres- 
sured Chinese DVD makers to 
pay $9 in retroactive royalties for 
each player exported. 


By James Liu 

On December 14, century- 
old local auction house Rong- 
baozhai will hold its first 
large-scale calligraphy and 
painting auction since the 
firm sold 30 percent of its 
shares to Wang Yishan, gen- 
eral manager of the Nan- 
jing-based Wangchao Auction 
Company, in July. 

That sale turned the 
formerly state-owned action 
house into China’s first joint 
venture auction firm. 

Wang Yishan, now vice 
chairman of the board of 
directors and deputy gener- 
al manager of Rongbaozhai, 
said at the first preview 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Yahoo.com (Hong Kong) 
announced the acquisition of 
Hong Kong-based 3721 Net- 
work Software, the technical 
arm of the Beijing-based top 
Chinese online searching por- 
tal 3721, for a price of $120 
million on November 22. 
Many industry analysts be- 
lieve the purchase represents 
a new push by Yahoo to stim- 
ulate its performance in the 
mainland market. 

Yahoo has been quite ag- 
gressive in the search engine 
market, acquiring the US- 
based firms Overture and Ink- 
tomi in the past two years. 

The American company en- 
tered China five years ago 
and set up a Chinese web por- 


for the auction held No- 
vember 14 that his compa- 
ny had prepared more than 
600 calligraphy and paint- 
ing works, including pieces 
by modern masters Xu Bei- 
hong and Qi Baishi. The 
company will hold a second 
preview in the Asia Hotel 
from December 11 to 13. 

A Rongbaozhai employee 
told a reporter from Beijing 
StarDaily that Wang’s arrival 
had enhanced the company’s 
competitiveness. A small auc- 
tion held in August earned 
a record income of 188 mil- 
lion yuan from the sale of 272 
pieces, accounting for 77 per- 
cent of all the items on the 


tal site, but has since devel- 
oped slowly in the domestic 
market. Its portal business 
only made 13.6 million yuan 
in the first seven months in 
China, mainly from online ad- 
vertising. In comparison, Chi- 
na’s biggest portal, Sina.com, 
made 168.5 million yuan, 
according to Shanghai iRe- 
search Co., an Internet indus- 
try research firm. 

However, even Beijing 3721 
leaders admit that its core 
business is not real name ad- 
dress searching. “What Yahoo 
covets is our services for pro- 
viding and registering real 
name Chinese web address- 
es,” said a 3721 executive who 
requested anonymity. 

3721 has long striven to 


auction block. 

Wang said he started co- 
operating with Rongbaozhai 
nearly a decade ago and was 
drawn to Beijing because of 
the huge transaction volume 
in the local auction market, 
which he said accounts for 
two-thirds of premium art 
sales nationwide. 

Other highlights of the 
auction are a painting of 
a black dragon by an un- 
known Song Dynasty artists 
and the landscape painting 
Red Mountain by Lu Yanshao, 
based on a poem by Chair- 
man Mao. Wang said he ex- 
pected the latter painting to 
fetch at least 2 million yuan. 


hold an initial public offering 
in the US or Hong Kong, but 
been disappointed as a result 
of some nagging problems. The 
company is facing a number 
of pending intellectual prop- 
erty rights lawsuits related 
to real name searching, includ- 
ing charges filed by the China 
Internet Network Information 
Center (CNNIC), a semi-official 
organization in charge of the 
domestic domain name system, 
and Baidu.com, a rival Chinese 
search engine. 

Yahoo will strive to settle 
these legal problems and re- 
structure 3721 in the near 
future, according to a source 
from Yahoo (Hong Kong) as 
quoted in the Economic Ob- 
server on November 22. 


YOhoo Acquires 3721 to 

Improve Performance 


Seven Overseas Banks 
Granted Interbank 
Lending Bights 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Seven overseas banks have been 
granted the rights to conduct in- 
ter-bank lending and borrowing 
business in the mainland market, 
according to information from the 
People’s Bank of China. 

The banks are the Guangzhou 
branch of Mitsui Sumitomo Bank, 
Shenzhen branch of the Tai- 
wan-based United Overseas Bank 
Group, Shekou branch of the Hong 
Kong-based Nanyang Commercial 
Bank, Qingdao branch of Hongkong 
& Shanghai Banking Corporation 
(HSBC), Shanghai branch of May 
Bank from Malaysia and Dalian 
branch of the Bank of East Asia. 

The maximum amount of a single 
transaction has been set at 150 mil- 
lion yuan, except for Mitsui Sumito- 
mo, which has a top transaction limit 
of 300 million yuan. The maximum 
terms of the loans have been set at 
four months. 

Beijing-Hyundai Firming 
Position in Oomestic 
Market 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Beijing-Hyundai, the joint ven- 
ture of South Korea’s Hyundai Mo- 
tors and Beijing Auto Investment 
Co., plans to build its second plant 
next year, according to an announce- 
ment made by company Chairman 
Xu Heyi on November 23 at an auto 
industry seminar in Beijing. 

Since its first car rolled off the as- 
sembly lines at the end of last year, 
Beijing-Hyundai has produced 45,000 
Hyundai Sonata sedans, and the joint 
venture hopes to begin manufactur- 
ing Elantra cars before the new year. 
The company’s ambitious plans call 
for annual production of the two mod- 
els to reach 300,000 units by 2005. 

The new plant will produce Hyun- 
dai XG sedans and Coupe sports cars. 
When the second facility is completed 
by 2007, Beijing-Hyundai’s total an- 
nual production capacity should ex- 
ceed 600,000 cars. 

Foreign Hade Robust 
Says Ministry of 

Commerce 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Despite difficulties caused by the 
war in Iraq, the sluggish world econ- 
omy and SARS, China’s external 
trade reached $682.33 billion in the 
first ten months of this year, accord- 
ing a report issued on November 23 
by the Ministry of Commerce. 

The ministry is optimistic that ex- 
ternal trade for the whole year will 
reach $800 billion. However, it has 
also warned that newly-lowered ex- 
port tax rebates could hamper ex- 
ports, worldwide trade protectionism 
against China-made products is in- 
creasing, and China has to open its 
markets more aggressively after its 
WTO accession. “These conditions 
are particularly threatening to the 
agriculture industry,” the ministry 
stressed in its report. 

Auchan Opens local 
Megamarket 

By Zhao Hongyi 

French supermarket giant 
Auchan Group opened its first out- 
let in the west of Beijing on Novem- 
ber 23. The 120,000-square-meter 
store is Auchan’s largest in China. 

The huge supermarket stocks 
around 250,000 kinds of commodi- 
ties, 99 percent of which are locally 
purchased and nearly one third of 
which are raw, fresh foods. The store’s 
massive parking lot can accommodate 
over 1,300 cars. 

Auchan has announced that it 
plans to open three to five stores in 
Beijing over the next five years. 

More Graduates to Flood 
Job Market 

By Zhao Hongyi 

A total of 2.8 million graduates 
from universities and institutes na- 
tionwide will enter the domestic job 
market in 2004, Hou Jianliang, vice 
minister of personnel, said at a press 
conference in Beijing on Sunday. 

‘That is 680,000 more than this 
year,” the vice minister added. Accord- 
ing to Hou, the ministry is trying to 
encourage graduates to find jobs in 
China’s less developed western areas 
and in the field of community services. 
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Georgia Plans Election After 
“Rose Revolution” 


Tbilisi, Georgia, November 25 (AFP) 
- Georgia said new presidential elections 
would be held on January 4 following 
the ouster of Eduard Shevardnadze, a 
move the interim leadership said would 
put the former Soviet republic firmly on 
the path to democracy 

Opposition leader Mikhail Saa- 
kashvili, who led weeks of street pro- 
tests that forced Shevardnadze to 
resign in Georgia’s “rose revolution,” 
emerged as a top contender in the 
presidential poll. His party said on 
Monday that he would be running. 

Saakashvili, a US-educated 
35-year-old lawyer, said Tuesday that 
the two main opposition parties - 
the Saakashvili-National Movement 
and the smaller Burjanadze-Demo- 
crats bloc - would unite behind a 
single candidate for the presidency. 

Mrs. Nino Burjanadze, who has not 
revealed whether or not she would 
also run, promised lawmakers the 
vote would take place in a calm and 


democratic manner following weeks 
of political turmoil. 

“We are going to hold democratic 
and fair elections within the next few 
weeks. I’m going to do everything to 
maintain stability and peace in the 
country,” she told lawmakers. 

Burjanadze, a former parliament 
speaker, took over as head of state 
after Shevardnadze resigned on 
Sunday, ending 11 years at the helm 
of the Caucasus republic, which lies 
on a transit route for oil from the Cas- 
pian Sea to the West. 

The 39-year-old ally of Saakashvili 
also said Tuesday that Tbilisi would 
be seeking financial aid to pull the 
country back from the brink of eco- 
nomic collapse. 

“We intend to ask for the help of 
the international community,” Bur- 
janadze said during a televised meet- 
ing at the presidency. 

Burjanadze’s plea for financial help 
came after the United States, a key 


ally of Georgia, said it was prepared 
to help ease the political transition 
in the former Soviet republic, leaving 
the door open to financial assistance. 

Georgia, still struggling after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union over 
a decade ago, has a foreign debt 
of US$1.8 billion (1.5 billion euros). 
Washington is the major donor to 
Georgia, providing US$1.3 billion over 
the last 10 years. 

The United States also announced 
it was sending an interagency team to 
Georgia next week to help in the tran- 
sition of power. 

The team “will discuss with the 
interim government how we can help 
them prepare for upcoming elections and 
work on other issues of critical impor- 
tance to Georgia,” said State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard Boucher. 

Analysts ’ Take: 

Political interests and poverty are 


the two major factors behind the fall 
of Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Georgia's location is important from 
both a geopolitical and a military 
point of view. The oil and natural 
gas pipelines from the Middle East to 
Europe cross the tiny country. There- 
fore, US intervention is inevitable. 

The country is poor and corruption 
is serious. This raised the complaints 
and anger of the population. Shevard- 
nadze has not built a strong and force- 
ful central government in his ten years 
as president. Some high-ranking sol- 
diers came out in support of the oppo- 
sition before he resigned. 

— Shen Shiliang , researcher , ; 
Development Research Center of 
the State Council 

Shevardnadze had been trying to 
keep a balance between the US and 
Russia. The two powers have their own 
military bases in the tiny land. 

This time, the pro -West group seized 
power. But they can't go too far into 
western arms, as Russia has its cards 
to play, such as the military base and 
the fact that one million Georgians 
work and live in Russia. 

Internally, the opposition alliance 
is fragile. It is not yet clear who will 
come out on top. 

— Zhen Yu, researcher, Institute 
of Russia and Eurasia Studies, Chi- 
nese Academy of Social Sciences 


Tokyo Wants 
East Asian 
Community 

Jakarta, Indonesia, November 
24 (Asahi Shimbun) - Prime Min- 
ister Junichiro Koizumi’s proposal 
to create an East Asian commu- 
nity will be incorporated in a Tokyo 
declaration to be adopted at the 
Japan-ASEAN summit in the capi- 
tal from December 11 to 12, accord- 
ing to diplomatic sources. 

With the aim of fostering 
dynamic and lasting cooperation 
with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Tokyo 
declaration will call for closer and 
more wide-ranging ties in politics, 
security and the economy as well as 
development, culture and society. 

The gist of the declaration was 
agreed on at a vice ministerial 
meeting in Tokyo on November 
17 and 18. 

As part of social and cultural 
exchanges, Tokyo will offer schol- 
arships over the next five years 
to 10,000 students from ASEAN 
member countries to enable them 
to visit Japan, according to the dec- 
laration’s draft outline. 

Officials at the meeting agreed 
to incorporate the idea of creating 
an East Asian community in 25 
years, following in the footsteps of 
Europe. 

Along the same lines, Japan 
and ASEAN leaders agreed at an 
October summit in Bali, Indone- 
sia, to establish a Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership by 2012 
with an eye to creating a free 
trade area. Talks to liberalize 
investments and trade in goods 
and services will begin in 2004. 

Japan will also give a greater 
hand to development of the Mekong 
delta involving Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia, as well as to the East 
ASEAN Growth Area, which 
involves the Philippines, Indone- 
sia, Malaysia and others. Japan 
will also join efforts to reduce 
economic disparities within the 
ASEAN region. 

(Masaaki Sanada) 

Analyst’s Take: 

ASEAN has been inviting 
Japan to join the ASEAN Friend- 
ship Agreement for years. But 
Japan declined to avoid affecting 
its relations with the US. This 
time, Koizumi made his decision, 
but wants to develop the relation- 
ship into an even greater “ East 
Asian community”. 

Japan's change in attitude 
towards ASEAN indicates it has 
started the contest for leadership 
against China in East Asia. 

In economic and trade cooper- 
ation, China has built up closer 
ties with the ASEAN members in 
the last five years. Japan, with 
stronger economic and technologi- 
cal strength, cannot lose the race. 

— Zhang Huanli, reporter, 
Xinhua News Agency, Tokyo 



Here Gomes Christmas! 

The first open Christmas market in Germany opened at the famous Gendarmenmarkt in Berlin on November 27. The 
market offers Christmas decorations, garments, craft wares, and Christmas snacks. Xinhua Photo 


Shoppers Hit Stores Earlier for Holidays 


New York, November 26 (AP) - 
For those who can’t wait, Thanks- 
giving Day is becoming more of an 
option to begin holiday gift buying - in 
between carving a turkey and diving 
into pumpkin pie. 

While major toy retailers tradition- 
ally close their doors on Thursday, con- 
sumers can pick up a Barbie or two 
at grocers Albertson’s, which has part- 
nered with Toys “R” Us, and Safeway, 
which has teamed with K-B Toys, as 
well as other supermarket chains that 
have recently aligned with major toy 
sellers. 

For the first time, Sears, Roebuck 
and Co. - which along with most depart- 
ment stores goes dark on Thanksgiv- 
ing - is giving online customers early 
access to Friday’s deals, allowing them 


to order on the Internet on Thursday 
and then pick up the merchandise in 
the stores over the weekend. 

Convenience store chain 7-Eleven, 
has increasingly added more - and more 
upscale - holiday gifts to its stores, most 
of which are open 24 hours a day. This 
year, consumers can find digital cam- 
eras, hot toys like Mighty Beanz, DVDs 
and “Cat in the Hat” figurines. 

Kmart will offer 70 percent off both 
jewelry and shoes. 

“It is becoming more accepted to 
shop on Thanksgiving, and stores 
are fulfilling the need,” said C. Britt 
Beemer, chairman of America’s 
Research Group, in Charleston, S.C. 

An increasing number of inde- 
pendent retailers in electronics and 
apparel have made Thanksgiving 


Day their season opener, and have 
had successes, Beemer said. 

And a recent survey by ARG of 
1,000 women found that about 19 per- 
cent were interested in shopping on 
the holiday, up from about 11 percent 
five years ago, Beemer said. Men still 
show little interest, with less than 
3 percent saying they were keen on 
buying gifts on Thanksgiving. 

The nation’s retailers are more 
optimistic about holiday sales this 
year than in the past few years 
amid signs of an improving economy 
and rebounding consumer confidence. 
But consumers are still cautious, and 
stores fear customers will again post- 
pone their shopping while they wait 
for prices to drop. 

(Anne D'lnnocenzio) 


UN: Most Spam Comes From US 


New York, November 24 
(dmnews.com) - A UN Conference on 
Trade and Development reported that 
58.4 percent of spam in March 2003 
came from the US, which also suffers 
the most spam. The No. 2 source for 
spam was China, accounting for 5.6 
percent. 

UNCTAD cites MessageLabs sta- 
tistics that spam worldwide could 
overtake legitimate e-mail by the 
end of the year, which already has 


occurred in the US. The report puts 
the global spam price tag at $20.5 bil- 
lion, covering IT costs, lost productiv- 
ity and maintenance of help desks. 

UNCTAD concluded that spam, 
often the vehicle for IT viruses, 
represents a threat to public confi- 
dence in the Internet, particularly in 
developing countries. A recent Pew 
Internet study found that fewer US 
Internet users trusted e-mail because 
of spam. 


The report urged governments to 
cooperate in fighting spam. Cooper- 
ation has been limited by different 
approaches to the problem. In the 
European Union, a directive recently 
went into force that will outlaw unso- 
licited commercial e-mail, while the 
US has yet to adopt federal anti- 
spam legislation. The Senate passed 
the CAN-SPAM Act of 2003, which 
does not ban unsolicited commercial 
e-mail. 


McDonald’s Rapped 
for ‘Simple Fries’ Ads 

London, November 26 (Reuters) - Fast food cor- 
poration McDonald’s has been rapped by British 
advertising watchdogs for a campaign that trum- 
peted the brilliant simplicity of their recipe for 
fries - the humble potato and nothing else. 

Adverts showed a potato in a fries box along- 
side the text: “The story of our fries (end of 
story).” 

But the public and campaigners objected, 
saying that often the chips were part-fried in 
one country, sometimes in beef tallow; flown 
halfway round the world; soaked in dextrose; 
often contaminated with gluten and finally 
drenched in excessive levels of salt. 



Boeing’s new headquarters in Detroit Reuters Photo 


Roeing Fires CFO in 
Hiring Scandal 

Chicago, November 24 (Reuters) - Boeing, 
the No. 2 US military contractor, said chief 
financial officer Michael Sears was dismissed 
for violating company policies by communicat- 
ing with Darleen Druyun about future employ- 
ment even though she had not disqualified 
herself from acting in an official government 
capacity on matters involving Boeing. 

The company also fired Druyun, who was on 
the job less than a year. 

Investors said the actions were welcome in 
an era of decreasing tolerance for corporate 
misdeeds. (Kathy Fieweger) 

AOI Sues Ex-Executive 

New York, November 25 (AP) - America 
Online is suing its former chief of human 
resources, Gregory Horton, claiming that he 
bilked the company of $100,000 in a scheme to 
divert money to a sham company. 

AOL fired Horton in August after reviewing 
the suspect payment. In October, AOL fired 
another executive in its human resources divi- 
sion who had worked for Horton, Ruben Moreno. 
AOL also named Moreno in the lawsuit, claim- 
ing that he participated in the embezzlement 
scheme. (Seth Sutel) 

Toyota’s Prius Named 
Car Of The Year’ 

Detroit, November 26 (wsj.com) - Toyota 
Motor Corp.’s Prius gasoline-electric hybrid car 
has been named Motor Trend magazine’s “Car 
of the Year,” an image booster for the popular 
auto and a fresh sign that hybrids are gaining 
greater traction in the US market. 

Prius outmaneuvered General Motors’ revived 
Pontiac GTO muscle car, DaimlerChrysler’s Ger- 
man-American inspired Crossfire, and other sexy 
speedsters from Bayerische Motoren Werke AG 
and Cadillac. Once considered somewhat dopey 
in the automotive crowd, the redesigned Prius is 
now selling briskly. (Sholnn Freeman) 



Toyota’s Prius File Photo 

Tokyo loins Asian 
Highway 

Bangkok, November 21 (Asahi Shimbun)- 
Tokyo was set up as the starting point of Asian 
Highway earlier this week. 

The route will run from Tokyo through 
the Korean Peninsula via Pyongyang, down 
through China to Vietnam, then west all the 
way to Istanbul. 

The UN launched the Asian Highway project 
in 1959, but progress stalled in the late 1960s 
due to wars and international tensions. 

The project revived in the late 1980s with 
the end of the Cold War. Last year, 55 routes in 
31 participating nations were decided. 
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Village Suffering from Over-Fluoridation 



By WangXiaoxiao 

Recent media reports have drawn at- 
tention to the plight of the residents of 
a remote village on the outskirts of the 
capital, but far more needs to be done. 

Hujiaying village, home to just 240 
households, lies in the northwest of Yan- 
qing County. People in the area have 
long suffered a negative reputation for 
their yellow teeth, the result of a con- 
dition widespread in the village called 
dental fluorosis, which is caused by long- 
term intake of water with excessive fluo- 
ride content. 

Residents of Hujiaying are more sus- 
ceptible to dental problems and diseases 
than most people. Hu Jinrong, only 28, 
has already lost most of her teeth and 
must choke down mostly mushy foods. 
What worries her more is that little yel- 
low spots have begun appearing on the 
teeth of her five-year-old daughter. 

Their dental difficulties have created 
a collective feeling of inferiority among 
the villagers, as they tend to keep their 
mouths shut in front of strangers. The 
water has also driven many away - “95 
percent of our young people have all gone 
away to look for jobs,” said Hu Chuntun, 
secretary of the village committee. 


A more dangerous problem caused by 
the over-fluoridated water is a disease 
called skeletal fluorosis that makes bones 
very brittle. Zhang Yuying, 65, has to 
take painkillers to make it through ev- 


ery day following an accident in which 
her leg was badly broken four years ago. 
Nearly two thirds of the older residents 
of the village have suffered such inju- 
ries, which are becoming more common 


among younger people as well. 

Six wells have been dug in the village 
in hopes of striking more potable water, 
but with no success. The high fluoride 
content of the local water is the result of 
natural phenomenon. 

Their struggles have been reported 
by the local media for over one week, 
leading authorities and experts to seek 
a solution. Following a careful survey 
of the village’s geography, senior geo- 
logical engineers Cai Qiaosheng and 
Feng Bingxing from the Beijing Insti- 
tute of Geosciences Engineering deter- 
mined that it was impossible to find 
potable water in a two to three square 
kilometer area around the village. That 
means that water will have to be chan- 
neled in from a neighboring area. The 
cost of such a project has been estimated 
at around 600,000 yuan. 

The China Youth Development Foun- 
dation has set up a donation campaign 
to aid the people of Hujiaying in getting 
healthier water. Donations can be sent 
to their office at No. 68, Xizhimen Nanx- 
iaojie, Beijing Youth Palace Room 225, 
Xicheng, and more information is avail- 
able by calling 6611 0001 or at the web- 
site www.bjydf.cn. 


Capital ta Host ATP Tournament Next Year 


By Chen Ying 

Former US Open champion 
Marat Safin and Asia’s highest- 
ever ranked player Paradorn 
Srichaphan finished a four-day trip 
in Beijing yesterday. They were in 
town to promote the China Open 
2004, a new event on the men’s 
Association of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) tour and its first major tour- 
nament in Beijing. 

The event will be held September 
13 to 26, 2004 and include women’s, 
senior and junior invitational tour- 
naments in addition to the men’s 
ATP competition. 

Safin, Srichaphan and former 
world No. 1 Carlos Moya have con- 
firmed they would play in the tour- 
nament according to the China 
Open Organizing Committee. At a 
press conference held at the Beijing 
International Club Hotel on Tues- 
day, committee secretary general 
Zhang Xiaoning said over 70 top 
international professionals would 
participate in the tournament to 
compete for the estimated $500,000 
in prize money. 

The committee’s assignment is to 
develop the China Open into a pre- 
mier international tennis event, and 
towards that aim the group plans 
to reconstruct the Beijing Guang- 
cai Sports Center in six months, 
including the addition of a new 
10,000-seat center court. 
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Tennis stars Marat Safin and Paradorn Srichaphan visited the Dongyuan Theatre Wednesday evening as part of their Beijing visit. 


Photo by Wei Tong 


Nigerian Footballers Turned Back 


By Hans Leu 

At 1 pm yesterday, 19 Nigerian men 
boarded a plane in Beijing to return 
to their country, probably happy to be 
returning home but disappointed to 
have their visions of professional play 
dashed. 

They were part of a group of over 20 
Nigerian football players who came to 
China earlier this month hoping to find 
places in the domestic football league. 
However, their poor performance failed 
to impress their target Chinese team in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, and the lack 
of interest resulted in their being stuck 
in that city with little to live on and no 
means of returning home. 

The footballers came back to Beijing 
on Saturday after being rounded up 
and assisted by the Xi’an police. The 
money for their flight home was provid- 
ed by the Nigerian Embassy. 

Ye Baozeng, spokesman for the 
Shaanxi Guoli Football Club, said that 
the Nigerian players were from the 
champion team of their country’s league 
and they came to China to seek posts 
with the Guoli team, which is in last 
place in the rankings of the top domes- 
tic league this year. 

In order to test the prospective play- 
ers’ skills, the Chinese club organized 
a match against the Nigerians in Xi’an 
on November 12. However, the Guoli 
players stopped the game after just one 
half because their opponents’ skill lev- 
els were simply too low. 

The Nigerian players were not able 
to immediately return to their country, 
a fact that went unknown until some 
of them were found aimlessly wander- 
ing the streets of Xi’an on November 


18. By that point, their visas had ex- 
pired and they had little or no money 
to pay for accommodation or food. The 
Nigerian men ended up scattered all 
over the city, unaware of each other’s 
whereabouts. 

Local police spent a whole day track- 
ing them all down and then provided 
the tired, hungry men with free food 
and places to sleep. 

One of the Nigerians told the police 
that they had spent all their money 
and the leader of the team had flown 
back to their country to seek a solution 
to their predicament. They also told the 
police that a travel agency from Beijing 
had organized their trip to China, but 
the contract with that agent was sev- 
ered due to a payment dispute. 

The Xi’an Entry-Exit Bureau ex- 
tended the players’ visas, and the local 
police gave them spending money and 
tickets to Beijing so that they could 
then fly back home. 

The Nigerian football players’ bit- 
ter experiences in China are somewhat 
representative of those of many third- 
class players who hope to enter the 
Chinese football league. 

“They underestimate the level of 
play in the Chinese football league,” 
said Ye Baozeng. “In the early days 
of the league, many third class players 
were imported and well paid, but they 
contributed nothing to the development 
of the Chinese game. Believing that the 
domestic league would sign up most 
players and make them rich, players 
from developing countries are eager to 
come here, but now that the league has 
developed, there are no chances that in- 
competent players will get contracts.” 


Class Addresses 

By Su Wei 

The class Health and Social Science 
as Related to Homosexuality offered 
since mid-October at the School of Public 
Health of Fudan University in Shang- 
hai has had only one enrolled student, 
Zhou Leiming, a graduate student in 
the field of epidemiology. However, the 
controversial course, the first of its kind 
in a domestic university, has attracted 
far wider interest and attention, draw- 
ing scores of students and academics to 
the weekly two-hour lectures on aspects 
of homosexuality. 

Less than 10 percent of universities 
in China offer classes on sexual ed- 
ucation, according to the results of a 
four-year survey released at the nation- 
al conference on Health Education for 
University Students held earlier this 
month. 

The class began on October 22 and 
will include a total of nine lectures. As- 
sociate professor Gao Yanning, the orga- 
nizer of the course, told Beijing Today , “I 
have long worked in the field of AIDS re- 
search and I thought homosexuality was 
an issue worth discussing and studying 
as related to the prevention and control 
of AIDS.” 

He continued, “People invited to speak 
are either sociologists and scholars in 
the field, including homosexual individ- 
uals, who may be able to influence soci- 
ety at large. I do not want to say if it 
is a success or not, I have simply done 
my best. I want medical students to see 
the need to look at the issue of prevent- 
ing and controlling AIDS not only from 
a medical viewpoint but also from a per- 
spective of social science.” 

“There is still a lot of misunder- 


Homosexuality 

standing and prejudice against homo- 
sexuals in China. We are not promoting 
homosexuality, we just want to edu- 
cate,” said Chung To, chairman of the 
Hong Kong-based charitable organiza- 
tion the Chi Heng Foundation, which 
is helping to fund the course. “We hope 
this course will set an example for oth- 
er universities.” 

Guest lecturer Zhang Beichuang, a 
professor at the Medical School of Tsing- 
dao University, said he agreed to partic- 
ipate in the course in hopes of creating 
a better environment for the estimated 
over 30 million homosexual people in 
this country. “Most people refuse to un- 
derstand that sexual preference is a 
simple issue about the freedom of love,” 
he said. 

Through the lectures, Zhang added, 
he has seen that young people are will- 
ing to communicate and have contact 
with homosexuals. At the same time, he 
lamented the backwardness of general 
sex education in this country and pre- 
dominant negative views of homosexu- 
als. “We should not have lectures that 
focus only on homosexuality. It should 
just be one part of the sexual education 
provided to young people before they en- 
ter puberty, when sexual activity often 
begins. For the time being, we have to 
deal with it through lectures first of- 
fered to medical students,” he said. 

Zhou Leiming admitted that the class 
has helped him overcome previous mis- 
conceptions and fears about homosexu- 
als. “Even if we cannot fully understand 
these people, or if they have some weak- 
nesses, we still need to respect them. 
That is the basis for real communica- 
tion between people,” he advocated. 


Reporter Injured 
in Hunan Fire 
Treated in Beijing 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Yang Shuai, photographer for 
the Hunan Province-based 
Hengyang Evening News and a 
victim in the tragic fire that 
killed 20 early this month, ar- 
rived in Beijing last Sunday eve- 
ning, not on his own two legs, 
but on a hospital stretcher. He 
is in town to undergo treatment 
for his injuries. 

The 27-year-old photographer 
was seriously injured while cov- 
ering fire-fighters battle against 
a blaze that consumed a res- 
idential building in Hengyang, 
Hunan, on the morning of No- 
vember 3 (see story in Novem- 
ber 7 issue of Beijing Today). The 
eight-storey structure collapsed, 
burying and killing 20 firefight- 
ers and injuring another rescue 
worker along with four photog- 
raphers, including Yang, from lo- 
cal media organizations. 

Of those four unfortunate 
photographers, Yang sustained 
the most serious injuries. After 
receiving emergency treatment 
in Hengyang, doctors said they 
feared he was paralyzed from the 
waist down. This week, doctors at 
the Beijing Bo’ai Hospital over- 
seeing Yang’s further treatment 
promised to do all they could to 
help the young man stand and 
walk again. 

A staff member of the office 
of the hospital’s president, sur- 
named Hao, told Beijing Today 
that a special task force led by a 
vice president of the hospital had 
been formed and started diag- 
nosing Yang’s condition and set- 
ting the course for his continued 
treatment. 

Yang’s pregnant wife has ac- 
companied him to the capital. ‘We 
have dreamt of visiting Beijing our 
whole lives, but we never expected 
we would get here this way,” Yang 
joked in front of a large collection 
of local reporters from his hospital 
bed on Monday. 

Goodall In Town 
for Roots and 
Shoots Day 

By Sun Ping 

Beijing’s second annual Roots 
and Shoots Day on Sunday drew 
Dr. Jane Goodall, famed animal 
behavior expert and the UN Mes- 
senger of Peace, to come to the 
capital. 

More than 300 students from 
25 local schools participated in 
the event. During the proceed- 
ings, Goodall gave Achievement 
Awards for Roots and Shoots to 
groups from domestic elementa- 
ry schools, secondary schools and 
universities that have made con- 
tributions to environmental pro- 
tection, animal protection and 
community improvement efforts 
in the past year. 

Roots and Shoots is a global 
environmental and humanitari- 
an program aimed at young peo- 
ple launched by the Jane Goodall 
Institute. Its mission is to foster 
respect and compassion for all 
living things, promote the under- 
standing of all cultures and be- 
liefs and inspire all individuals 
to take action to make the world 
a better place for the environ- 
ment, animals and the human 
community. 

Goodall is one of the most 
prominent figures in the inter- 
national animal protection field, 
world-renowned and highly re- 
spected in both the scientific and 
lay communities. She travels ex- 
tensively to share her message, 
hoping to inspire young people to 
make a difference in their world. 



Jane Goodall with students and teach- 
ers from the international section of the 
Beijing N o.55 Middle School 

Photo by Sun Ping 
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By Su Wei 

A lways dreamed of 
living on an exotic 
desert island ? The 
chance could soon he yours, 
for a few million yuan. 

The Regulations on 
Management of Protection 
and Use of Uninhabited 
Islands came into effect on 
July 1 this year, and 
Guangdong Oceanic and 
Fishery Administration 
Bureau has announced that 
bidding will be held early 
next year for development 
rights to four or five of 
the uninhabited islands off 
its shores, with a maximum 
period of 50 years. 

Zhejiang and Fujian are 
also getting ready to cash 
in on their uninhabited 
islands by offering them to 
organizations and 
individuals. According to the 
State Oceanic 
Administration, there are 
more than 6,000 islands 
larger than 500 square 
meters around the coast of 
China and another 10,000 
smaller islands. Over 94 
percent of these are 
uninhabited. 

Development is already 
under way in some islands. 
Sanmen Island, situated 
between Daya Bay and 
Dapeng Bay off Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, is set 
to become an exclusive resort 
for high rollers. “After six 
years, we have completed the 
infrastructure construction in 
the island and early next 
year we are to begin a villa 
construction project,” said 
Wang Shuchun, chairman of 
a private company, Shenzhen 
Ocean Pearl Investment, 
which obtained 50-year rights 
to develop the island in 1997. 

A two-year purchase 

Wang recalls the island was 
originally introduced to him as a 
site for producing spring water in 
1995. “But when I went to see the 
island I realized it would be ideal 
for a vacation site,” he said. The 
surrounding waters contain abun- 
dant marine life and the average 
temperature of the island in win- 
ter is about 17 degrees centigrade 
and 28 degrees in summer. 

Unfortunately, another com- 
pany had already obtained the 
50-year rights to Sanmen, so Wang 
spent the next two years visiting 
islands in Liaoning, Shandong, 
Zhejiang, Fujian, Hainan and oth- 
er parts of Guangdong, but none of 
them were as good as Sanmen Is- 
land. “The ecological conditions in 
the other islands were not as good 
— few plants and too many peo- 
ple,” he said. 

In 1997 the company which had 
bought the rights to Sanmen Is- 
land ran out of funds, so Wang 
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Four views of Sanmen Island 
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A, B, and C are 
private areas for 
the 100 people 
invited to build 
their villas. D is 
the public area for 
hotel-like villas for 
holiday goers. 


A map of the plan for the Sanmen Island. 


stepped in. 

Liu Changgeng, an expert in in- 
ternational investment, says one 
million yuan is a reasonable price 
for renting an uninhabited island 
of above 500 square meters for a 
period of 20 years. According to 
a report from Xinhua News Agen- 
cy, Danmen Island in Xiangshan, 
Zhejiang, is being offered to devel- 
opers at a price of one million yuan 
per square kilometer for 50 year 
rights. “Usually it is the local gov- 
ernment that decides the price,” 
the report said. 

One hundred residents 

In Wang’s plan, the island is 
to be divided into private and pub- 
lic areas. Wang says he will invite 
100 people to share the island with 
him. “I want to escape city life and 
spend my life quietly when I am 
old,” he said. “But the island would 
be too big if only I live there.” 

Wang says the 100 people can 
build their own villas on the is- 
land. “Or they can ask us to do 


it for them,” he said. “There is no 
strict requirement on the charac- 
teristics of each villa though there 
must be some consistency.” 

“There will also be activities 
like hunting, horse riding and 
mini-golf, as well as scuba diving 
and other water sports,” he ex- 
plained. “But pornography, gam- 
bling and drugs will not be 
available on the island. This must 
be a high-level place.” 

A 90-million-yuan 
infrastructure 

Wang says he got the idea 
to construct an island paradise 
after some of his foreign friends 
complained about there being no 
exclusive holiday destinations in 
Shenzhen. “I want to change their 
minds,” he said. 

After obtaining the develop- 
ment rights, Wang invited ar- 
chitects from Australia and the 
US to make a design for the is- 
land as a whole. He then built 
roads, installed water and elec- 


tricity supply systems and estab- 
lished sewage systems. 

Wang is unwilling to talk about 
the difficulties he’s faced but a 
recent report in Yangchen Eve- 
ning News, based in Guangdong, 
warned of a number of obstacles 
for paradise dreamers. “Few of the 
islands in Guangdong have fresh 
water,” said the report, “and each 
island has an independent and 
complete ecological system, so once 
one part is damaged the whole sys- 
tem can be destroyed; transporta- 
tion between the island and the 
land and in the island is not so 
convenient; and natural disasters 
such as typhoons and hurricanes 
may ruin the development,” says 
the report. “The investment risk is 
very high.” 

Wang says till now, investment 
in the infrastructure of the island 
has come to about 90 million yuan. 
“For example, it cost me eight mil- 
lion yuan to install a drainage sys- 
tem,” he added. 


But Wang has no regrets. “The 
investment must be backed up by 
strong market demand — San- 
men Island is near Shenzhen 
and Hong Kong, which have well 
developed economies. But inves- 
tors shouldn’t expect an immedi- 
ate return,” he said. 

Win-win? 

Wang says a number of people 
have expressed interest in build- 
ing villas on the island, such as Li 
Ning, a famous Chinese athlete. 

Zhang Yanning, chairman of 
the Chinese Entrepreneurs Asso- 
ciation, told Shenzhen Business he 
thought the island could be an ide- 
al vacation site for top Chinese en- 
trepreneurs. 

Wang is not worried about the 
prospect of insufficient demand. 
“The era of vacation-spending has 
come to China,” he said. “I believe 
that within 20 years there will be 
people standing in queues to buy 
land in these islands to build their 
own villas.” Wang says the price for 


people who want to build their vil- 
las in the island is around 100,000 
yuan per square meter. 

Zhang Jianliang, consultant for 
a long-term investment company 
based in Zhuhai, Guangdong, says 
the islands are priceless due to 
their being, as yet, unspoiled. “From 
the view of an investor, the higher 
the island is priced, the higher the 
return can be,” he said. 
Exploitation 

Wang insists that the develop- 
ment of Sanmen Island will not 
take any risks with the ecological 
and geographic situation. “My prin- 
ciple is never to chop down any 
trees or blow up any rocks in the is- 
land. Water and wind power as well 
as solar energy are the only energy 
sources to be used,” he said. 

Newspapers in Quanzhou, 
Fujian, reported early this August 
that some islands in Quanzhou 
Bay have been ruined by mining 
exploration. 

Xinhua also reported this July 
that too much sand was dug up in 
the beach of an island off Zhejiang, 
resulting in destruction of trees by 
the sea. 

Bai Hua, director of the Office of 
Islands and Coastal Zone Manage- 
ment under the Guangdong Ocean 
and Fishery Administration Bu- 
reau, says regulations are being 
prepared for the development of un- 
inhabited islands. ‘We have noticed 
some problems in the islands devel- 
oped before though these problems 
are minor ones. We do need to regu- 
late development to avoid any fur- 
ther problems,” he said. 

Wang Zhong director general of 
the Office of Islands and Coastal 
Zone Management under the State 
Oceanic Administration says that 
for a long time, excessive exploita- 
tion of islands caused severe dam- 
age to natural resources and the 
local environment. “Such exploita- 
tion was also detrimental to the 
national interest and even posed a 
threat to national defense and mil- 
itary security,” he said. “The pre- 
requisite for the development of 
such islands is that the natural 
resources must be protected. Any- 
one who fails in fulfilling their ob- 
ligations to protect the island as 
they should will be punished by 
relevant government departments 
and may face criminal charges.” 

C Sources : Guangdong-Hong Kong 
Information Daily and Shenzhen 
Ocean Pearl Investment) 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great WalTj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com J 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1 000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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By Chen Ying/ Hans Leu 
China plans to conduct 
human trials on a 
SARS vaccine next month 

Clinical trials for a vaccine 
for severe acute respiratory syn- 
drome (SARS) are set to begin by 
the end of December, Yin Hon- 
gzhang, head of the Biological 
Product Section of the State Food 
and Drug Administration, told Xi- 
nhua News on Saturday 

The vaccine’s developer, Beijing 
Kexing Bio-product Company, has 
already completed pre-clinical tri- 
als of the vaccine on monkeys 
and has applied to the State Food 
and Drug Administration (SFDA) 
for clinical testing. Kexing start- 
ed developing the vaccine at the 
end of April during the outbreak 
of the SARS epidemic in the Chi- 
nese mainland. 



The Beijing Kexing’s vaccine 


The 55 doses provided by Kex- 
ing have all passed a test on new 
medicines for clinical application, 
according to the National Institute 
for the Control of Pharmaceutical 
and Biological Products, which test- 
ed the vaccine. Yin Hongzhang said 
the drug administration would pro- 
cess the application for clinical tests 
as quickly as possible. 

Yin said tests of the vaccine on 
monkeys showed it was effective 
in fighting against SARS infection 
after the animals were exposed to 
the virus, and there were no seri- 
ous side effects. 

The Ministry of Health con- 
firmed there had been no con- 
firmed or suspected SARS cases 
on the Chinese mainland since 
August 16, when the last SARS 
patient on the mainland was dis- 
charged from hospital. 

Stick that Needle into Me 

People appear to be surprising- 
ly enthusiastic about signing up as 
volunteers to test a new SARS vac- 
cine developed in Guangdong. 

Guangdong began to recruit vol- 
unteers to test the vaccine on Mon- 
day according to Guangdong-based 
Information Times. Many people 
have applied for the test since the 
news was released. 

A 50-year-old retired woman, Ms 
Tao, called Information times this 
week asking about how to apply. Tao 
said she had not contracted SARS, 
but that she sympathized deeply 
with her colleagues and neighbors 
who had contracted it. 

The volunteers will be chosen 
from different age groups, but 
most should be young people, 
experts said. Volunteers should 
also have no SARS history. 

About 200 volunteers were 
needed for the first stage of the 
tests, while the third stage would 
need more than 1,000 volunteers. 

The vaccine was submitted to 
State Food and Drug Administra- 
tion at the same time as the vac- 
cine developed by Beijing Kexing 
Bio-product Company. 

The World Health Organi- 
zation (WHO) has praised Chi- 
na’s advances in development of 
SARS vaccines. 

But the Beijing office of the 
WHO cautioned that many hur- 
dles remained before a safe and ef- 
fective vaccine could be produced. 

“It is good news that advanc- 
es are being made in China’s de- 
velopment of a SARS vaccine,” 
said Dr. Julie Hall, the leader of 
the SARS Response Team for the 
WHO in Beijing. 

“But the testing process is 
long and there are many stages 
before a vaccine can be consid- 
ered safe and effective,” she said. 
“Also a vaccine is only one el- 
ement in bringing SARS under 
control. We still need the funda- 
mentals like good disease report- 
ing and a surveillance system.” 

Despite the world’s race to de- 
velop a vaccine for the flu-like re- 
spiratory disease, the WHO still 
sees a safe and effective vaccine in 
one to two years, Dr. Hall said. The 
WHO is urging scientists in vari- 


Relief from SARS? 


ous countries to share their infor- 
mation and research results. 

The WHO has increased the 
size of its SARS Response Team 
in China to about 12 and its inter- 
national teams have been bringing 
expertise from around the world 
to offer guidance to China’s SARS 
professionals, she added. 

SARS Vaccine Not Expected for 
Several Years 

A panel of international pub- 
lic health experts has said that it 
is not possible to develop a vac- 
cine against SARS in less than 
two to five years. That means if 
a global outbreak of the flu-like 
respiratory disease should recur 
in 2004, public health workers 
will have to rely on the same tools 
with which they fought the some- 
times-fatal illness this year. 

“We must be ready to manage 
a possible resurgence of SARS 
through the control measures 
that work - surveillance, early 
diagnosis, hospital infection con- 
trol, contact tracing and inter- 
national reporting,” said Dr. Lee 
Jong-wook, director-general of the 
WHO. His remarks came in a No- 
vember 5 press release issued af- 
ter a two-day WHO meeting on 
SARS held in Geneva. 

The normal development and 
trial period for a new vaccine runs 
up to five years. Attempting to ac- 
celerate that schedule would re- 
quire “an unprecedented level of 
international cooperation,” accord- 
ing to WHO vaccine specialist Dr. 
Marie-Paule Kieny. 

Public health experts suspect 
it is likely that SARS will behave 
like other coronaviruses to which 
it is related. These cold and 
flu-causing microbes tend to be- 
come dormant in warmer months 
and re-emerge in colder months. 
With those colder months arriv- 
ing in the Northern Hemisphere, 
health officials are taking steps 
to respond more rapidly than 
during the first outbreak. 



A researcher from the National Vaccine & Serum Institute studying the SARS vaccine. 
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Hepatitis B Discrimination Case Stirs Debate 


By James Liu/ Wei Tingyu 

China’s first ever court case 
involving alleged discrimination 
against hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
carriers has just begun. 

College graduate Zhang Jie 
(pseudonym) applied to the Peo- 
ple’s Court of Xinwu District in 
Wuhu, Anhui Province accusing 
the Personnel Bureau of Wuhu 
City of unfairly denying him a 
job on the grounds of his condi- 
tion. The court accepted the case 
on November 14. 

Zhang Jie took part in the 
provincial public service exam- 
inations in June and came top 
among about a hundred can- 
didates for positions in Wuhu 
County Government Office. Un- 
fortunately, in the following 
physical examination Zhang was 
found to be an HBV carrier, al- 
beit with only a mild form of the 
disease. The Personnel Bureau 
informed Zhang he had been 
disqualified from consideration 
because of his health. 

Zhang tried to negotiate with 
the Personnel Bureau but with- 
out success. So he decided to 
sue them. 

Professor Zhou Wei of the 
Law School of Sichuan Universi- 
ty volunteered to act as Zhang’s 
lawyer. Zhou told Chengdu Eve- 
ning News that Zhang had been 
the victim of discrimination 
which broke the constitution’s 
regulations on the right to em- 
ployment. “I think I have won 
the initial battle,” Zhang Jie said 
to Chengdu Evening News. 

A person is usually consid- 
ered an HBV carrier if they are 
found to be positive in three 
out of five indexes in a hepati- 
tis B examination. In this case, 
HBV carriers are then divided 
into two groups called da san 
yang and xiao san yang. Doc- 
tors consider the former to be 
active sufferers of the HBV vi- 
rus, with a strong possibility of 
their spreading the virus, while 
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the latter group carry the virus 
in a relatively stable state. But 
after taking two HBV exami- 
nations in different hospitals 
Zhang Jie was found to belong 
to neither group as he was only 
positive in two indexes, mean- 
ing the likelihood of him infect- 
ing others is small. 

Plague of HBV discrimination 

According to statistics from 
the Ministry of Health, hepatitis 
B is prevalent in China. Since 
the founding of the country in 
1949, about 700 million Chi- 
nese have suffered from the dis- 
ease, and now there are around 
120 million HBV carriers na- 
tionwide. Hepatitis B is a form 
of hepatitis caused by a DNA 
virus that lingers in the blood 
and has a long incubation pe- 
riod. It is usually transmitted 
by sexual contact and injection 
or ingestion of infected blood or 
other bodily fluids. But in Chi- 
na, hepatitis B is spread main- 
ly by infected mothers to their 
newborn children. 

“Those infected at a very 
young age are more likely to 
develop a serious, chronic in- 
fection,” said Yang Jianjun, 
spokesman for Shanghai Health 
Bureau’s Division of Diseases 


Control. Most adults can avoid 
the disease through their own 
immunity system. The infection 
rate among adults is about two 
percent. 

Even so, HBV carriers face 
major obstacles in qualifying for 
education, work and marriage. 
In almost every province, people 
with da san yang are rejected 
from public service, while dif- 
ferent provinces have different 
regulations on recruiting people 
with xiao san yang. Guangdong 
Province, for instance, has stip- 
ulated that HBV carriers with 
xiao san yang are qualified to 
take part in public service exam- 
inations. 

Currently, many companies 
and enterprises also refuse to 
employ HBV carriers. They ask 
those job-hunters who pass in- 
terviews to have a medical exam- 
ination before signing a contract. 
Some enterprises may even fire 
their employees if they find they 
are HBV carriers. 

Shanghai may seem like one 
of the more progressive cities in 
China, but HBV carriers have 
little opportunity to find em- 
ployment in governmental de- 
partments. “Those with da san 
yang are absolutely disquali- 
fied,” said an official from the 
Public Servant Administration 
Department of the Shanghai 
Personnel Bureau. “For those 
with xiao san yang , the deci- 
sion depends on the different 
bureaus, which may have dif- 
ferent requirements concerning 
their officials. Also, each bureau 
has its own criteria for physical 
examination.” The official said 
that each bureau has the right 
to decide whether to recruit peo- 
ple with xiao san yang. 

The issue came to national 
attention in April 2003, when a 
university student named Zhou 
Yichao stabbed two officials in 
Jiaxing City, Zhejiang Province 
killing one of them. After discov- 


ering that he was an HBV carri- 
er with xiao san yang , Zhou had 
been excluded from public ser- 
vice even after passing all the 
examinations and interviews. 
The Jiaxing Intermediate Peo- 
ple’s Court ruled that Zhou had 
committed intentional homicide 
and sentenced him to death. 

It was reported that Zhou 
tore up the written verdict when 
it was handed to him in court 
in September. The case ignited 
heated debate about the rights 
of HBV carriers. Now Zhang’s 
case has raised the issue again, 
and the argument about wheth- 
er the numerous regulations on 
HBV carriers defy the constitu- 
tion and HBV carriers’ right to 
employment. 

Legal opinion 

The opinions of a group of 
legal experts were printed this 
week by Jiancha Ribao , a legal 
journal. Guo Chunming, a judge 
from Beijing No.l Intermediate 
People’s Court, did not agree 
with Professor Zhou Wei’s as- 
sertion. 

“The constitution stipulates 
that citizens have the right to 
work. But this only means the 
country should provide employ- 
ment opportunities,” Guo said. 
He believed the Personnel Bu- 
reau’s decision didn’t infringe 
Zhang Jie’s right to work. 

Professor Yang Jianshun of 
the Law School of Renmin Uni- 
versity thought it was rea- 
sonable for companies and 
governmental organizations to 
set rules in hiring employees. 

Wang Zhenmin, deputy dean 
of the Law School at Tsinghua 
University, also said Zhang Jie’s 
right to work had not been in- 
fringed upon, but he said Zhang’s 
right to equality had been vio- 
lated. 

“In Zhang Jie’s case, he is 
not likely to infect other people 
with HBV so he should not 
be deprived of the equal right 


to work,” said Professor Jiang 
Ming’ an of the Law School of 
Peking University. Jiang’s opin- 
ion was supported by most of 
the media. 

Constitutional dilemma 

The recent abolition of the 
detention and deportation sys- 
tem was regarded as progress in 
the ongoing efforts to clear up 
grey areas of the constitution. 
But for now, if a person believes 
administrative regulations vio- 
late the constitution, judicial de- 
partments must be asked to rule 
on the matter. 

However, China’s legal system 
still lacks clear guidelines for con- 
stitutional proceedings. So launch- 
ing constitutional lawsuits is still 
fraught with difficulty. Like Zhang 
Jie, people can begin administra- 
tive proceedings and seek indi- 
vidual compensation. The basic 
difference between constitutional 
and administrative proceedings 
lies in the result. Constitutional 
proceedings aim at revision of the 
administrative regulations, which 
can benefit the whole of society. 
Give us a break 

Besides the legal dilemma, to 
most HBV carriers, people’s at- 
titudes amount to a kind of dis- 
crimination against them. “It is 
also a violation of privacy,” said 
one HBV carrier who asked to be 
identified as Hu. “An HBV car- 
rier should have his or her own 
right to live, study and work,” 
Hu told Shanghai Daily. 

Professor Yang Jianshun of the 
Law School of Renmin Universi- 
ty called on the government to 
establish and improve protection 
systems for HBV carriers. 

“I hope what happened to 
Zhou and me will not happen 
to other HBV carriers,” Zhang 
Jie told a reporter from Beijing 
Youth Daily. “But if I lose the 
case, I suppose I will just have to 
give up the idea of being a pub- 
lic servant and find some other 
direction,” said Zhang. 
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By Ma Ning/ Jiang Hao 

M emories of the traffic 
chaos at the Atlanta 
Olympics are still 
fresh. Thousands of ticket-hold- 
ers and athletes were stranded, 
waiting for their special buses 
to make their way through the 
congestion at the 1996 Games. 
Traffic became a major media 
story early in the games, rather 
than the sport. Jaques Rogge, 
President of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) lat- 
er said it had become a crucial 
issue to resolve. “The IOC is 
especially concerned with com- 
munications in host cities. It is 
a tough task to ensure every 
participant of the games enjoys 
fast and convenient transpor- 
tation. The organizers of the 
2004 Athens Olympics should 
pay special attention to the traf- 
fic problem in order to avoid the 
trouble which has arisen dur- 
ing recent years.” 

Athens already had a rep- 
utation for nightmarish traffic 
jams. So it came as a surprise 
when we arrived to walk out 
of the airport and be whisked 
down the new airport express- 
way into the center of town 
with relatively little delay. The 
road surface was flat and spa- 
cious and the road signs were 
all clear. It took us only 35 min- 
utes to get to our hotel in cen- 
tral Athens. Later we learned 
that the expressway had only 
been put into use just three 
days before we came. During 
the games, thousands of ath- 
letes, coaches and tourists will 
enter Athens at the city’s mod- 
ern airport. This expressway 
will surely make a good impres- 
sion on all the guests. 

Heavy traffic in Athens 

Traffic in downtown Athens 
remains heavy. The population 
in the capital city and the sur- 
rounding Attiki region is five 
million and the number of pri- 
vate cars is 1.9 million. 

It is common for one family 
to own two or three cars. The 
network of roads in the old city 
center is dense and the roads 
are narrow. In some parts of the 
city many cars are parked on 
both sides of already crowded 
roads so that it’s difficult for 
one car to pass. Athenians have 
become used to traffic jams. 

The Athens Municipal Gov- 
ernment has taken certain 
measures to ease the traffic 
pressure caused by private cars. 
For example, some roads have 
become part of one-way traffic 
systems. The authorities also 
introduced an even and odd- 
number license plate system for 
private cars, allowing them into 
the center of Athens on alter- 
nate days. However, many fam- 
ilies in Athens have two cars, 
so they just use whichever car 
has the right number. 
Departments join hands 

During the Olympics the or- 
ganizers will conduct stringent 
control over the transportation 
in Athens. Many vehicles will 
not be allowed to enter certain 
districts unless the owners have 
certificates issued by the 2004 
Athens Olympics Organizing 
Committee (ATHOC). Parking 
near the venues will also be 
strictly controlled. 

ATHOC has spared no ef- 
fort to publicize traffic control 
to the public. A series of warm- 
up events have been held as 
a dry run for the Olympics. 
For instance, ATHOC, the Ath- 
ens Communication Bureau and 
the Greek Bicycle Association 
launched a large-scale cam- 
paign to publicize traffic con- 
trol plans during the Bicycle 
Time Trial held on August 15, 
2003. The Communication Bu- 
reau distributed 10,000 copies 
of notices on traffic routes in 
coastal areas. From August 6 to 
11, ATHOC distributed 40,000 
leaflets and traffic guides with 
maps to each household in that 
area. Meanwhile, 2,000 posters 
with maps were also put up 
on the central streets. Local 
radio and TV stations broad- 
cast detailed traffic notices dai- 
ly. Advice notes were also posted 
on the windshields of all cars 
parked in the center of Athens 
to inform car owners of what 
was happening. 

Customized traffic plan 

For the 2004 Games, sep- 
arate transport plans will be 


Athens 


prepares for Olympic traffic explosion 


2004, people who hold the tick- 
ets to sport venues can use the 
system free of charge on the day 
when the match is being held. 
Olympics promote develop- 
ment of transportation 

When asked which Olympic 
Games was the most successful 
in handling traffic, Anita L. De- 
frantz, Vice-president of IOC 
in charge of traffic affairs an- 
swered, “the ancient Olympic 
Games.” So Athens has a tough 
act to follow. It is hard to know 
how the ancient Greeks dealt 
with all the chariots, horses and 
other forms of transport, but as 
one philosopher noted, necessi- 
ty is the mother of invention. 
The Athens Olympics have pro- 
vided a golden opportunity for 
Athens to develop and improve 
its transportation system. 

In this way alone, holding 
the games will bring substan- 
tial benefits to Athens. Modern 
highways with a total length of 
120 kilometers are being built; 
90 kilometers of road will be 
upgraded; and 40 new flyovers 
will be built. The subway line 
will also be extended to 7.7 kilo- 
meters. A tramcar network with 
a length of 23.7 kilometers will 
be built. The suburban railway 
line will cover a length of 32 
kilometers. A new system for 
managing parking lots in cen- 
tral Athens will be developed. 
Several modern railway sta- 
tions will be built and a su- 
per-modern traffic management 
center will also be set up. 

Gianna Angelopoulou-Das- 
kalaki, the chairperson of 
ATHOC, once proudly declared 
at one traffic conference, “The 
traffic improvement will be the 
most valuable legacy the Olym- 
pics will leave to Athens. Our 
city will boast new subway 
lines, a new tramcar system, 
a new suburban railway, new 
viaduct bridges, new roads and 
an Olympic loop line. After the 
games, transportation service 
here will be more efficient and 
environmentally-friendly and it 
will reach a wider range of 
areas, which can embody the 
Olympic spirit of faster, higher 
and stronger.” 


worked out for the athletes and 
officials and the tourists. Most 
people will use special buses. 
Important officials from the 
IOC and the Greek Olympic 
Committee, heads of state from 
different countries, leaders of 
international organizations and 
other VIPs will use special cars 
provided by sponsors. The ath- 
letes, coaches and other rele- 
vant people will take the shuttle 
buses between the Olympic Vil- 
lages and venues. ATHOC will 
also provide athletes with shut- 
tle buses from the airports 
to their accommodation, from 
games venues to training ven- 
ues and from the Olympic Vil- 
lage to the city center. 

During the Olympics the 
reporters covering the games 
will live in the Media Village 
and special hotels. The buses 
provided for them will mainly 
shuttle between the village, the 
Main Press Center and the In- 
ternational Broadcasting Cen- 
ter. Those journalists who live 
in Piraeus and other distant 
areas of Greece can use public 
transportation to come to the 
Information Center. All the 
sponsors for the 2004 Olym- 
pics will be concentrated in one 
or two hotels. They can enjoy 
special transportation services 
while visiting the sport items 
they sponsor. 

Public transportation system 
will play a key role 

Experience has shown at 
previous games that the best 
way to ensure everybody reach- 
es their destination on time is 
to make full use of public trans- 
portation. Currently Athens is 
doing its best to advocate the 
use of this system so that peo- 
ple can gradually become ac- 
customed to the situation in 
which the use of private cars 
will be strictly limited during 
the Olympics. 

We saw many slogans and 
picture posters encouraging 
people to use public transport 
on buses and tramcars. Prefer- 
ential traffic policies have also 
been drawn up to encourage 
careful use of cars. 

The transportation of the 
tens of thousands of tourists and 
volunteers daily will depend 
on an efficient public transport 
system. From 13 to 29 August, 
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Rail System Reshapes 
Athens Transportation 

By Ma Ning/ Jiang Hao 

Electrified railway system 
takes on a new look 

The coming Olympics provides a golden op- 
portunity for Athens to transform and up- 
grade its old electrified railway. We have been 
following the progress of this huge project. 
The Athens-Piraeus Electric Railway Author- 
ity (ISAP)’s 23 stations have been renovated 
and one new station is under construction. In 
order to meet the needs of the Olympics, twen- 
ty new trains have been purchased to increase 
the traffic volume by 24%. Some of the new 
trains have already been put into operation. 
These new trains have spacious and comfort- 
able compartments and run smoothly. From 
2001 to 2003, the number of passengers trans- 
ported daily by ISAP increased from 370,000 
to 410,000. The train departure interval will 
also be shortened from the present 180 seconds 
to 125 seconds. Besides the electrified railway, 
the 32-kilometer-long suburban railway con- 
necting the city center with the new airport 
will be completed by next May. 

Subway: the most powerful 
means of transportation 

On its official website, ATHOC said the 
Athens subway system was the largest, most 
complicated and important project being un- 
dertaken in preparation for the games. ATHOC 
said it would rely on the subway to provide, 
fast, practical, comfortable and safe transport. 

Athens has two subway lines, both of which 
have been in operation for three years. The two 
lines are now being extended. One 1.5-kilome- 
ter-long section and one 2.8-kilometer-long sec- 
tion will be added to Line 2. A new line is being 
constructed to connect the Greek Ministry of 
National Defense and Stavros Transfer Sta- 
tion. According to the extension plan, the sub- 
way system will serve the whole Attiki Region 
in 2004. In Stavros Station, the passengers can 
conveniently change to suburban railway and 
all the northeastern buses. 

Tramcar returns after 45 years 

In the summer of 2000, ATHOC decided to 
connect the southern suburbs with the city cen- 
ter and a tramcar railway plan was selected. 
Now in Athens two lines of tramcar railway are 
under construction and will cover a total length 
of 24 kilometers, with a departure interval of 
35 minutes. The two lines connect two of the 
three main Olympic stadiums with the city cen- 
ter. It is also very convenient to transfer 
from the tramcar lines to the electri- 
fied railway and two subway lines. 
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Back 



to the Grasslands 




By Guo Yuandan 

L u Tongjing, 60, is used to 

people expressing interest in 
his work. His photo exhibition 
last year about environmental 
degradation and desertification in 
Inner Mongolia was picked up by the 
media and shocked millions of people. 
But though many have encouraged 
him, few sponsors have come forward 
to help him with the high costs of 
his travel and photographic expenses. 
Still, Lu has no intention of giving up. 
Talking through a camera 

“I liked taking photographs as 
a child. I went to Inner Mongolia 
during the Cultural Revolution. At 
first, I was a worker in a coal mine, 
but I always practiced taking photos 
in my spare time. Afterwards I set up 
a photo studio.” Thanks to the skills 
he developed, Lu was later able to 
make a good living as a photographer. 

Lu’s life changed when he came 
across an eccentric Japanese man 
near his home in Inner Mongolia 
in 1995. Lu heard the man was 
planting seeds at the edge of the 
desert trying to re-cultivate lost land. 
Lu felt surprised and puzzled about 
why a Japanese person would want to 
come and do this in China. “At that 
time I was quite well known in Inner 
Mongolia because I often published 
landscape photos in local newspapers. 
I wanted to take some photos of the 
old man,” Lu recalled. 

To Lu’s disappointment, the old 
Japanese man didn’t want his 
picture taken. “He told me that he 
came to plant, not take photos. But 
I stayed and helped him for three 
days. The local people all knew 
about him and said that he came to 
plant every year.” 

The old man came to plant again 
the next year and Lu went to join 
him again. After that he agreed for Lu 
to take some photographs. Lu found 
himself becoming wrapped up in this 
new cause. “I saw and heard things 
I had never known during the time 
I spent with this man,” Lu says. 

“I remembered grass growing up to 
two meters high when I first went 
to Inner Mongolia in the 1970s. But 
now the grass hardly reaches three 
centimeters.” 

Another thing that caught Lu’s 
eye was that cashmere goats were 
wearing protective clothing. “At first 
I thought it was funny. I asked the 
owner about it. After hearing the 



explanation, I felt sad.” 

Cashmere is a very lucrative 
source of income for the inhabitants 
of this region. Because of the 
proximity of the desert, agricultural 
production is nearly impossible. 
Japanese investors initiated a 
cashmere project in the Alxa region 
in 1982. Now there are 1.6 million 
animals here, 80% of which are 
goats. However, no more than 
200,000 animals should be kept 
in the region in order to allow 
for sustainable animal husbandry, 
according to the Environmental 
Bureau of Inner Mongolia. As a 
result, the sensitive ecosystem of 
these arid regions has been 
destroyed by keeping too many goats. 

Because of hunger, the goats had 
to eat almost anything, and running 
out of edible leaves, grass or roots, 
they even started to eat each other’s 
fur. In order to protect the precious 
cashmere wool, goat owners have to 
cover their goats in jackets. 

“I was astonished,” says Lu. “I 
only graduated from primary school, 

I didn’t know anything about this 
before. I decided to record what was 
happening with these photos to let 
more people know.” 

Sell the house to keep going 

Lu started traveling to the desert 
border regions in Inner Mongolia, 
Gansu, Shanxi and Hebei for several 
months each year from 1995 to 1999. 

The more he saw, the more he felt 
sad. “The life of people at the edge 
of the desert is harsh and pitiful. 

In many settlements, the wells have 
dried up. The people must walk miles 
each day to get water for their 
family. The kids cannot go to school. 
They don’t learn how to read or 


write, instead they learn how to steer 
a donkey-pulled cart to get water,” 

Lu recalls. “Camels can survive one 
whole month without food or drink 
in the desert. But I saw dead camels 
along the road. Due to the drought, 
the camels cannot find any food 
on their former grazing grounds. 
“Malian” grass, the main food for 
camels, has disappeared form most 
meadows in Alxa.” 

During his travels, Lu collected 
about 20,000 photos documenting the 
dramatic decline of environmental 
conditions in China’s northwest. 

“I thought I should hold an 
exhibition in Beijing, as it’s the center 
of politics, the economy and culture in 
China. I wanted more people to know 
what was happening.” From 1999, Lu 
came to Beijing many times, hoping 
to find someone to help him set up 
an exhibition. “No one would help 
me. They said what a great thing 
I was doing, but they were sorry 
and they couldn’t help me.” Lu 
contacted Beijing Youth Daily and 
the paper published Lu’s story, titled 
“The camels are dying” in 1999. In 
early 2000, Beijing experienced an 
unprecedented smothering by tons 
of sand and dust blown from the 
north. Beijing Youth Daily published 
Lu’s story again, contributing to his 
reputation in Beijing. Many other 
papers reported his story. “Some 
companies began to contact me and 
said they wanted to help. But I was 
not a handsome star, and couldn’t 
advertise anything. The result was 
that no-one was willing to sponsor 
an exhibition.” Lu started to describe 
himself as a helpless celebrity. 

Lu decided to sell his house in 
Inner Mongolia to fund his exhibition. 


The house sold for 79,000 yuan. 

With the help of Beijing Nature 
Museum, Lu Tongjing succeeded in 
finally holding the exhibition in 
June 2002. Lu’s photos shocked the 
visitors and were widely distributed 
in newspapers and the Internet. 

Glory in being a volunteer 
Lu was described as an 
environmental volunteer in one of 
the media reports about him. “I 
never knew I was a volunteer 
before. I only do what I want to 
do. I like taking photos, whether a 
grassland scene or the decline of 
environmental conditions. But the 
images of the failing environment 
move and interest me. And I think 
it’s more meaningful than pretty 
landscape pictures.” 

Lu has maintained his 
photographic cause for the last 
eight years, despite the lack of 
any financial backing. He hadn’t 
worried about money in earlier 
years, because his studio in Inner 
Mongolia always did well. But 
the situation changed in 1998. 

Lu’s studio was forced to be torn 
down because of city planning. 
Unfortunately Lu couldn’t get any 
compensation because he didn’t 
move out before the government 
deadline had expired. “So I became 
jobless,” Lu says. “But I wasn’t going 
to stop traveling. I spent all my 
savings on it. I had to sell my house 
to fund the exhibition. I feel proud 
about that. I thank the situation that 
forced me to succeed.” 

Thanks to the exhibition, Lu 
Tongjing had again become a 
celebrity. In Beijing, many 
universities and environment groups 
invited him to speak. Fortunately, Lu 
has a cousin who has three houses 
in Beijing and who lent one of them 
to Lu for free. Lu’s wife also came to 
Beijing. In order to go on studying 
the changing environment, Lu often 
returns to the desert areas of Inner 
Mongolia. The cost is huge, including 
tickets, hotel fees and film, about 
3,000 yuan for every trip. “My wife 
gets a pension of 500 yuan per 
month, which covers our living costs. 
The remuneration for my photos was 
only 4000 yuan this year, which 
wasn’t enough for my travels. So I 
wanted to find a job in Beijing, but 
it seems I am too old. My daughter 
gave me some money so I could 
continue my work.” 


Lu and his wife never go to 
restaurants, or go to see shows in 
Beijing. Their clothes are mainly 
given to them by friends, and Lu 
cannot afford a mobile phone. 

“I never regret what I have 
chosen. I’m following my dream and 
helping more people to care about 
the environment.” 

I want to go back 

Staying in Beijing gives Lu the 
chance to communicate with many 
authors, but he doesn’t like the 
city. “The pollution is very heavy. 
Many old people walk a dog in the 
street. I often worry about their 
health. I also miss my friends in the 
grasslands.” 

A new hope emerged recently 
when Germany’s Heinrich Boell 
Foundation decided to help Lu 
publish a book of photos. Lu is both 
happy and sad about this. “I don’t 
understand it. I’m trying to protect 
my country. But it is foreigners that 
are helping me to publish the book. 

I would have hoped that Chinese 
people would want to help me.” The 
book will cost 80 yuan, and the 
initial print run is for 5,000 copies. 
Lu hopes he will make enough 
money from book sales to buy a new 
house in Inner Mongolia. 



Packing for another trip 

Photos by Lou Qiyong and Lu Tongjing 
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By Iris Miao 

S elected from cultural relics 

excavated in Ningxia and Inner 
Mongolia since 1949, 145 
Western Xia artifacts are now on 
display at the Beijing Museum. Over 
50 of these are classed as first grade 
national treasures. 

It is the first time that such a 
large and comprehensive exhibition 
centering on the Western Xia Dynasty 
has been held in Beijing, encompassing 
language, metal-casting techniques, 
architectural stone carving techniques, 
porcelain and Buddhist art. 

“The fact that over one third of the 
exhibits are national and first grade 
treasures makes this exhibition a 
must-see for anyone with a passion 
for antiques and history,” Sun Wuyi, 
director of the Beijing Museum 
curatorial department, told Beijing 
Today, “It’s a great pity that due 
to time and budget constraints, no 
catalogue has been published for the 
show.” 

On entering the exhibition hall, 
the first eye-catching artifact is a gilt 
bronze ox, 1.2 meters in length and 
188 kilograms in weight. The ox was 
excavated in 1972 from the Imperial 
Mausoleum of the Western Xia, on 
the outskirts of Yinchuan, the capital 
of Ningxia. The way the whole body 
seems to radiate a soft, golden light 
and its vivid appearance makes it 
one of the most precious pieces in the 
Ningxia Museum. 

On display in a showcase at 
the rear of the exhibition hall are 
a volume of Buddhist inscriptions 
(< Jixiang Bian Zhi Kou He Ben Xu) 
and a scroll of the cursive script 
of the Western Xia language, a 
language that was long lost and 
is today understood by only a few 
scholars. “Only 10 or so people 
in China can read this language 
nowadays,” said Sun. 

The volumes of Western Xia 
inscriptions were found in 1991, when 
the Square Pagoda at Baisigou, Helan 
Mountain was broken into by thieves 
looking for antiques. Archaeologists 
who went to the site to conduct 
a rescue excavation found nine 
volumes of print, with a total of 
120,000 characters of the Western Xia 
language. The State Bureau of Culture 
Relics later determined these to be 
China’s earliest wooden movable-type 
printing works, and the Western Xia 
Dynasty became recognized as the 
birth place of Chinese wooden movable- 
type printing. The discovery pushed 
back the history of the use of wooden 
movable-type printing to 130 years 
earlier than was previously thought. 

“The most conspicuous 
characteristic of the Western Xia 
culture lies in its architectural carvings 
and Buddhist statues,” Sun said. Yet 
the many delicately designed porcelain 
wares and the exquisite gold wares 
featured in the exhibition indicate that 
there is much still to be discovered 
about this mysterious kingdom that 
lasted less than 200 years. 

Where: Beijing Museum, 13 
Guozijian Jie (opposite Lama Temple) 
When: 9 am-5pm, till December 15 
Admission: 10 yuan 


Glory of a lost Nation 

Cultural Relics from the Western Xia Dynasty at the Beijing Museum 

The Western Xia Dynasty, with its capital in Xingqingfu (now Yinchuan), was established by Li Yuanhao, leader of 
the Dangxiang nationality in 1 038. Over a period of less than two centuries, it became a powerful empire covering 
today’s Ningxia, Qinghai, Gansu and Inner Mongolia, with a highly-developed culture comparable with those of the 
Song, Liao and Jin dynasties. Yet in the several hundred years after it was destroyed by Mongolian troops in 1227, 
knowledge of the Western Xia culture faded into history. It was not until 1 804, when scholar Zhang Shu discovered 
stone tablets inscribed with the Western Xia language in Wuwei, Gansu Province, that the lost ancient kingdom was 
revealed to the public. 





Clockwise from top left: stone tablet with Western Xia script; 
porcelain jar with cut lotus design; bamboo carving fragment; 
gilt bronze statue of General Wei Tuo;Arhat statue; wood figures; 
headless Buddha statue; gilt bronze ox. Photos by Miao Yajie 




Buddhist 
Statues Rebuilt 
in Daiue Temple 

By Chen Ying 

The first phase of a project to 
reconstruct the clay sculptures 
at Dajue Temple was completed 
last Friday. The 24 replica 
sculptures are now in place in 
their original settings at the 
temple. The second phase of the 
reconstruction, the painting of 
the sculptures, will begin next 
April. 

Dajue Temple, originally 
built during the Liao Dynasty 
(907-1125) and reconstructed in 
its present form in 1428, during 
the reign of Ming emperor 
Xuande, lies at the foot of Mount 
Yangtai, northwest of Beijing. 

Due to poor maintenance, 
cracks between the base and 
main body of the suspended 
clay sculpture of Guanyin 
(Avalokitesvara) in the temple’s 
Amitayus Hall had become so 
big, repair work was urgently 
needed to prevent the base from 
falling off. 

Meanwhile, the statues of 
Maitreya Buddha, the Four 
Heavenly Kings, Skanda and 
18 Arhat, had been destroyed 
during the Cultural Revolution. 
“To restore the historical relics 
and allow tourists a better 
understanding of traditional 
Chinese culture, we decided to 
remold those Buddhist statues 
while repairing the Guanyin 
sculpture,” said Sun Rongfen, 
director of Beijing Xishan Dajue 
Temple Administration. 

“In Beijing, it’s difficult to 
find craftsmen skilled at 
sculpting traditional Buddhist 
statues. So we had to go to 
Shanxi Province, which is well- 
known for preserving traditional 
arts and crafts,” Sun said. 
Eventually, the administration 
invited Shanxi Yitian Sculpture 
Company to take on the job. 

“The craftsmen in the company 
are very experienced and have 
worked on many projects in 
Shanxi and nationwide.” 

“The most difficult issue is to 
endow the faces of those statues 
with a suitable expression,” Sun 
said, adding that the expression 
and gesture of each figure 
should accord with Buddhist 
tradition, “The experts that 
the administration invited only 
those craftsmen with knowledge 
of Buddhism, who could make 
the expression of those statues 
so exact and vivid.” 

The project will cost about 
610,000 yuan, according to Sun. 
“Now we have to wait while 
the statues dry naturally, before 
painting them next spring. We 
plan to unveil those statues to 
the public on June 1 next year.” 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

1 1 :00-14:30, 17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Daj ie,Chongwen District 

2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You’re likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 6591 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

A m 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


stfc. -5Y- Fra em zfe 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20*% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
%tS-:(010)68843388-718/620 ( IT : UL V f 

Till Ji I : : r f jgh J I r j X , f 1 44 h’fr 1 r 1 f JhkvVi 1 L f 1 OO >|<r ) 
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The opening of the Sino-German show Left Hand, Right Hand at the 798 Space in September drew a sizeable crowd of art insiders and outsiders. 


Plans underfoot by Qixing 
Group, the company with juris- 
diction over the 798 Factory, to 
hand the area over to real estate 
developers has dismayed both 
art circles insiders and the gen- 
eral public. Repeated attempts 
to contact the office of the gen- 
eral manager of Qixing Group 
for comment have been unsuc- 
cessful. Should no changes occur, 
demolition of 798 would begin 
sometime in late 2004 to be com- 
pleted by 2005. 

“Dashanzi adds to the quality 
of life in Beijing, enriches the 
city culturally, draws visitors and 
enhances Beijing’s international 
prestige,” notes gallery owner Xu 
Yong, who was the first entre- 
preneur to organize hutong tours 
and thus contributed to saving 
what is left of the city’s historic 
alleys today. “So while it may 
not rival purely commercial ar- 
eas in terms of profit generation, 
it does add immeasurable value 
to Beijing.” Xu opened Dashan- 
zi’s first and largest gallery, 798 
Space, in September of 2002. 

Robert Bemell, owner of 798’s 
first art business, opened Timezone 
8 in February 2002. Now Asia’s 
most comprehensive English-lan- 
guage contemporary art bookstore, 
Timezone 8 features over 1,000 
contemporary art titles. “798 is ul- 
timately a great coming together of 
software and hardware, artists and 


art activists like Xu Yong along 
with Bauhaus architecture in an 
accessible part of town,” observes 
Bemell. 

Many of the businesses oper- 
ating in 798 are still struggling 
to break even as the nascent do- 
mestic contemporary art market 
finds its feet, but this labor of 
love has fervent acolytes. “It’s not 
about having to make it economi- 
cally appealing in the short run 
for the operating company, but 
changing the perception of value,” 
points out Huang Re, artistic di- 
rector of Beijing Tokyo Art Proj- 
ects and manager of At Cafe. 

What ultimately is important 
about 798 is the idea of a viable 
contemporary art center in 
Beijing is made a reality. “The 
good news is that people are now 
aware of the potential use value 
of warehouse space in Beijing, 
which can and will be replicated 
in other parts of the city. When 
Soho got built up and expensive, 
then everyone moved to Chel- 
sea. There will be a Chelsea in 
Beijing,” predicts Bernell. 

Since July 1 this year, no fur- 
ther spaces have been leased, 
despite an increasingly long wait- 
ing list. This has put a screech- 
ing halt to the rapid organic 
growth of 798 while lateral- 
thinkers flooded next door to the 
706 Factory, filling it to capacity. 
Artist and fashion designer Feng 


Ling notes, “Although 706 is not 
in danger of being torn down, 
having half of the Dashanzi Art 
District disappear if 798 is demol- 
ished significantly diminishes the 
point of being here.” Neighboring 
gallery manager Nan Nan from 
The Box (part of the Art Sea- 
sons Group in Singapore) con- 
curs, “It would be a real shame 
if Dashanzi Art District was de- 
molished, as we would lose many 
good neighbors and partners do- 
ing art work in this district.” 

Unique in its track record for 
drawing crowds outside art cir- 
cles, the general public will feel 
the loss keenly. ‘“Progress at what 
price sprang to mind when I 
heard that 798 will be demol- 
ished in the not-so-distant future. 
The 798 project is a miracle. 

“I didn’t believe it until I 
saw it,” says frequent Dashanzi 
visitor and long-term Beijing 
resident Matt Brosenne, interna- 
tional business manager at CSM. 
“Not only artistic value but pos- 
sibly tremendous economic value 
will be destroyed. At the very 
least, building what already ex- 
ists at 798 into future plans is 
easily a possibility.” 

Exploring these possibilities, 
plentiful brainstorming sessions 
have thus far netted no concrete 
results. Huang notes that, “While 
signs of increasing official aware- 
ness of the value of Dashanzi are 


increasing, particularly interna- 
tionally, it’s hard to say what 
will happen.” Bernell adds that 
“There was a proposal to leave 
the back of 798 as is, as a cul- 
tural section, with the rest being 
demolished for development but 
there’s been no word back from 
that idea.” 

Undeterred by the specter of 
possible demolition, the creative 
entrepreneurs at the 798 Facto- 
ry continue to plan blockbuster 
contemporary art events, hoping 
public support may win them 
a reprieve. “Dashanzi combines 
cutting edge contemporary arts, 
services and location to create 
a unique energy. It would be a 
shame for Beijing to lose its first 
hip contemporary arts district so 
soon after it proved its viability,” 
notes Clayton Fitts, vice presi- 
dent of advertising sales at Vir- 
gin Radio China. 

“It’s important to remember 
that progress is not about wiping 
out the old and bringing in the 
new, but actually creating some- 
thing better. The world is full of 
wonderful new offices and resi- 
dences but now there is a fan- 
tastic opportunity to break away 
from our normal thinking and 
create a new socially and econom- 
ically viable proposition. My hope 
is that the middle road can be 
found, one that meets the needs 
of all,” concludes Brosenne. 


Timezone 8, Asia’s most comprehensive English-language art bookstore 


Community 
rallies to threat 
of destruction 
of innovative 
art space 


By Darlene Lee 

F rom a small factory com- 
pound in the northeast of 
Beijing, just outside the 
Fourth Ring Road, has emerged 
the freewheeling product of fer- 
tile imaginations: the Dashanzi 
Art District. Oft-compared to 
New York’s original Soho area, 
the 798 Factory District now 
hosts a range of trendy cafes and 
restaurants, galleries and resi- 
dent artists. 





Efficient service team 

Tel : 6207 0911 
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Chaoyang, Beijing, China 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(61 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 


Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
*sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/squaremeter/ day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3. 5yuan/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dai I yn e wspaper&Magazi ne Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(l 7:30- 1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 




OTo South ofLanDao building, it' snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
fro m $50 0/m o nth. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDF) app lianc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services : Receptionist(Eobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22oo P er month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Tra zk JSE 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkiny rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: Supplied nodes 11 ) 1 ) lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators 1 I VAC ’ System: Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONF,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel =85275696-608 
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this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 . foreign cases , maritime . finance , bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL: 86- 1 0-8352121 8 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 


Pop Singers 
Perform 
for Charity 


By Wang Fang 

A Chinese interpretation of Giaco- 
mo Puccini’s Turandot premiered at 
Chang’ an Theater on Sunday under 
the title Princess Turandot. 

Transformed from an Italian to a 
Peking Opera by playwright Wu Ji- 
ang, the new work was performed by 
the National Peking Opera Theater 
of China, with Deng Min and Huang 
Bingqiang in the roles of Turandot 
and Calaf. 

Reaction from the audience on 
opening night was mixed, perhaps not 
surprisingly, given the cultural gulf 
between the two opera forms. 

Wu made several changes to the sto- 
ry for his version. One of the most obvi- 
ous was that the role of Prince Calaf’s 
young female servant was replaced by 
the character Princess Lu Ling. Accord- 
ing to Wu, the purpose of the change 
was to add complexity to the plot and 
sharpen the conflict between the char- 
acters, as well as to make it more “Chi- 
nese.” In his program notes Wu wrote 
“The Turandot we saw in the (origi- 
nal) opera is an oriental princess cre- 
ated by westerners in accordance with 
their understanding of the East. She is 
a powerful figure exerting control over 
men. In the context of Chinese culture, 
she is not a lovely woman. In the Pe- 
king opera version, I tried to dig out 
her feminine side, as a woman who is 
pursuing her love.” 

However, the original role of Liu, 
the faithful servant girl who follows 


Prince Calaf, takes care of his father 
and finally dies for him, has earned 
recognition from the audience for al- 
most 80 years as an example of Puc- 
cini’s heroine, sweet, obedient young 
woman, powerless and doomed to suf- 
fer and die for love. Liu is a contrast 
to Turandot. The deletion of this role 
seemed to unbalance the conflict of 
the play. 

In the Peking opera version of Tu- 
randot , Wu borrows elements of bal- 
let, Chinese folk dance and folk music, 
combining them with Puccini’s orig- 
inal melodies. But in the first day’s 
performance, at least, the music and 
dance seemed to lack harmony. For ex- 
ample, the love song Princess Lu Ling 
croons for Turandot does not use the 
vocal music of Peking opera. In addi- 
tion, the ballet and Chinese folk mu- 
sic used in the play seemed at times 
disconnected with the plot. The yin- 
yang (feminine and masculine) dance 
in Turandot’s dream created an obvi- 
ous discord with the aesthetic style of 
Peking opera, explaining the laughter 
from the audience. 

Turandot is part of the standard 
repertoire of virtually every major 
opera company in the world, while 
every step in the process of reforming 
Peking opera will draw comments 
from scholars, performers and crit- 
ics, no matter whether it is deemed 
a success or a failure. Without doubt 
this Princess Turandot will at least 
be remembered by its audience. 


More Turandot, Less Puccini 


IWD CSHtotetls Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Fisted New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Feasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 




CHINA LIFE TO WEF3 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Ba 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 


By Hans Leu 

A charity pop concert at the Cap- 
ital Gymnasium by performers from 
Hong Kong Emperor Entertainment 
Group (EEG) last Saturday left fans 
somewhat underwhelmed, despite the 
good cause for which it was staged. 

Billed as “No Hepatitis Forever,” 
the concert was held in memory of 
Tam Roman, a Hong Kong pop star 
popular in Hong Kong and the Chi- 
nese mainland for three decades, who 
died of hepatitis last October. 

The concert was organized by Chi- 
nese Foundation For Hepatitis Pre- 
vention and Control, Cheng Siyuan 
Foundation for Hepatitis Studies and 
Wu Jieping Medical Foundation. 

The performance by many of the 
singers highlighted the problems that 
currently beset the Hong Kong pop mu- 
sic industry. Increasingly, young, good 
looking singers are turned into “stars” 
by way of expensive promotional cam- 
paigns run by record companies. Often 
they have little singing talent, and lim- 
ited capacity to improve, their job is 
simply to release albums as quickly 
as possible. If they cannot make mon- 
ey for the company within a short pe- 
riod of time, they will be replaced by 


Joey Yung Photo By Lu Beifeng 


even younger singers. Meanwhile, local 
composers have fewer opportunities for 
their music to be heard, as it is seen as 
more cost effective to simply tack Chi- 
nese lyrics onto overseas hits. 

One of the few highlights of the eve- 
ning was an appearance by film super- 
star Jackie Chan, whose singing sins 
fans were more than happy to forgive. 


“Experiencing White 
Collar" Fu Kui Ready- 
to-Wear Collections 
2004 at Beijing Hotel 
November 21 
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Gloria — Jin Hui 
Fashion Collections 
at China World 
Hotel November 24 


Photo By Lu Beifeng 


China Fashion 
on the Catwalk 


By Shan Jinliang 

T he curtain came down on China ) 
Fashion Week Wednesday, after -1 
28 shows in the space of seven J 
days at China World Hotel and the jfl 
Beijing Hotel. 

Organized by the China Fashion ■Pf 
Association, Fashion Week invited ^ 
some of the world’s top 
fashionistas, including Didier 
Grumbach, president of AW 

Chamber Syndicate, French ■ 

fashion’s governing body and ^ 

Lin Chunyao, director of Taiwan- 
based Phoebes magazine, to select 
the best designers from the fashion 
contests. 

The event included fashion shows; 
the annual selections of best designers, 
models, photographers and 
commentators; the selection of 
emerging fashion designers and design 
contests. Among the shows, 
“Experiencing White Collar” Fu Kai 
Ready-to-Wear Collections, the 
premiere showing of Ne Tiger evening 
wear, China Children’s-wear Trends 
and Mark Cheung Fashion Collections 
attracted the biggest crowds. 

Since it was initiated in 1997, China 
Fashion Week has become the largest 
fashion show in China, growing from 
just three shows to this year’s 28. 

From this year, the event is being held 
twice a year, featuring autumn/ 
winter fashion collections in 
March and 
spring/summer 
collections in 
November. 


China 

Children’s-wear 
Trends 2004/5 at 
Beijing Hotel 
November 23 
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Gymnast 
Takes n 
on the 
Head 


Olympic Door 
Opens to 
Transsexuals 

By Hou Mingxin 

For the first time in the history of the 
Olympic Games, transgendered athletes will 
be permitted to compete in the Olympics under 
new rules being finalized by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). 

Last month, the IOC held a meeting in 
Sweden and heard from medical experts who 
all agreed that the transgendered should be 
allowed to compete in their corrected sexu- 
ality. The IOC will announce its policy in the 
next few weeks. 

“We will have no discrimination,” said IOC 
medical director Patrick Schamasch in an in- 
terview with the Associated Press last Thurs- 
day. “The IOC will respect human rights.” 

The athletes will have to have completed 
surgery and lived in their corrected sexuality 
for a period of time prior to being approved 
for competition. The rule covers both male-to- 
female and female-to-male cases. 

The exact length of the waiting period has 
not been determined. Schamasch said officials 
want to make sure that any side effects of hor- 
mone therapy have worn off. 

Schamasch said he did not know wheth- 
er there were any potential transsexual ath- 
letes preparing to compete in next summer’s 
Athens Olympics, but noted that several in- 
ternational sports federations have asked 
the IOC for guidance. 

Some contend transsexual athletes have a 
physical advantage against other women. Men 
have higher levels of testosterone and greater 
muscle-to-fat ratio and heart and lung capac- 
ity. However, doctors say, testosterone levels 
and muscle mass drop after hormone therapy 
and sex-change surgery, according to the Asso- 
ciated Press last Thursday. 

Until 1999, the IOC conducted gender 
verification tests at the Olympics, but the 
controversial screenings were dropped be- 
fore the 2000 Sydney Games. 

One reason for the change was that not 
all women have standard female chromo- 
somes. In addition, there are cases of people 
who have ambiguous genitalia or other con- 
genital conditions. 

For example, in January 1992 a French 
medical association declared that the chro- 
mosome test being given to women athletes 
at the Winter Olympics at Albertville, 
France, could result in the disqualification 
of women who could actually bear children. 

In 1996, the IOC replaced chromosome 
testing of women with DNA testing, which 
also came under criticism from prominent 
geneticists because of its imprecision in de- 
termining gender. 

Delegates to the first World Conference 
on Women and Sport sponsored by the IOC 
in 1996 urged the IOC to discontinue gender 
testing. 

In the absence of any satisfactory testing to 
determine gender, the IOC, beginning with the 
2000 Sydney Olympics and including the 2002 
Salt Lake City Winter Games, limited gender 
verification “on an experimental basis” to a vi- 
sual inspection performed by a medical officer 
in whose presence the athlete was required to 
provide a urine sample for drug testing. While 
this visual screening could prevent men from 
competing as women, a post-operative male-to- 
female transsexual or a surgically corrected in- 
ter sexed person could go unnoticed. 

Over the decades, there have been vari- 
ous cases of transgender athletes drawing 
controversy. 

One of the most famous examples in 
Olympic history was Stella Walsh, who won 
gold in the 100 meters at the 1932 Games 
and silver in 1936. She was found to have 
male genitals and both male and female 
chromosomes on her death in 1980. 

Another famous case of transsexuals in 
sports involves American Renee Richards, for- 
merly Richard Raskin, who played on the wom- 
en’s tennis tour in the 1970s. 

Renee Richards had been an ophthalmolo- 
gist and a moderately good tennis player be- 
fore she transited in the mid-1970s. 

In 1976 at age 52, she entered a women’s 
tennis tournament where she was both read 
and recognized. 

The ensuing battle between Richards and 
sporting authorities made headline news for 
several weeks. 

Richards went to court to defend her right 
to be recognized as female. The court ruled that 
transsexuals after full transition and sex re- 
assignment surgery were legally the new sex. 
This established an important precedent not 
just for sports, but for all aspects of civil and 
private life involving transsexual persons. 

After the controversy died down, Richards 
played tennis as a woman, and it became evi- 
dent that her medical history did not give her 
an advantage in performance. 

More recently, Canada’s Michelle Du- 
maresq has made news competing as a 
mountain bike racer. Dumaresq had sex re- 
assignment surgery in 1996 and competed 
for Canada at last year’s World Champion- 
ships in Austria, where she finished 24th in 
the downhill event. 


Tuesday, Chinese 
gymnast Feng Jing 
slipped off the parallel 
bars and crashed to the 


floor during the second 
Asian Gymnastics 
Championships in 
Guangzhou, China. 

The 18-year-old all- 
round champion of the 
2001 World 


Gymnastics 
Championships could 
not move at first after 
his head punctured the 
floor and was rushed 
to a local hospital, 
where his injuries were 
deemed not serious. 


Xinhua Photo 


Chinese Star 


Set to Enter 
Hed Devils’ 


association to release an official com- 
ment, but did say that Wang had a 
few choices in front of him. 

When asked if the registration pro- 
cess would be a problem for Wang’s re- 
turn to play in the CBA, Li said if Wang 
really wanted to come back, he did not 
think registration would be a problem. 

Bayi, Wang’s former Chinese club, 
has extended a welcome to him to come 
back. The former league champions are 
struggling this season following the re- 
tirements of several veteran players. 

Adijiang, Bayi’s head coach, told 
the Shenyang-based Balls Weekly on 
Sunday that the team’s door is open to 
Wang, and Sohu.com reported that se- 
nior squad officials have tried to con- 
tact their former star. 

The same day, Yao Ming expressed 
wishes that his former national squad 
teammate find a new team soon through 
his official website, yaoming.net. Yao 
added he hopes they will be able to play 
together for China at next year’s Athens 
Olympics. 

Chen Weimin, Wang Zhizhi’s friend 
and translator in the US, was quoted 
on Sunday by the Shanghai-based 
Oriental Sports Daily as saying that 
Wang would definitely stay in the 
NBA this year. 

According to a survey conducted by 
Sina.com on Sunday, 46.39 of percent 
people think Wang should find anoth- 
er NBA team, 27.47 percent believe 
he should use this event as a chance 
to reconcile with China’s sports lead- 
ers and return to the CBA, 16.58 per- 
cent think Wang should retire and 
9.56 percent suggest Wang play in a 
lower US league. 

Wang Zhizhi has not made any 
comment on his release by the Clip- 
pers or his plans for the future. 


to attend a two-week training session at 
Manchester in September. 

While Dong was at Old Trafford, 
Ferguson saw him training a couple of 
times and was sufficiently impressed 
to extend his original two-week stint 
to a month. 

Behind the deal 

According to last Monday’s Titan 
Sports, Dong Fangzhuo’s move to the 
Red Devils signals the start of Manches- 
ter United’s plan to aggressively devel- 
op the Asian market. 

An article in Titan Sports last Mon- 
day reported that Manchester United 
has around 20 million dedicated fans 
in Asia, half of whom are from China. 
The team’s top status suffered a slight 
blow this summer when Real Madrid 
and its roster of global stars includ- 
ing David Beckham, Zinedine Zidane, 
and Ronaldo, came to China on its lu- 
crative Asian tour. 

An important part of Manchester 
United’s game plan in the domestic 
market is pursuing a large-scale coop- 
eration campaign, including bilateral 
exchange of players and coaches, with 
seven-time Chinese league champions 
Dalian Shide. 


A probable motivating factor in the 
British team’s move to solidify its posi- 
tion in China is the success of Chinese 
defender Sun Junhai, who has played 
at Manchester City since being draft- 
ed in 2001 and has developed a huge 
fan base at home. 

He is one of two Chinese currently in 
the Premier League, the other being Li 
Tie, a midfielder for Everton. Both men 
are on China’s national team. 

An estimated 100 million Chinese 
fans tuned in to the live broadcast of 
a game between Manchester City and 
Everton, featuring the two home stars, 
in 2002. 

An article in last week’s China Soc- 
cer Weekly speculated that a similar 
Chinese double play in Manchester 
would likely generate even more ex- 
citement in this country. 

Path not completely clear 

According to a source quoted in 
the Shenyang-based Liaoshen Evening 
News last week, while Manchester’s £ 
1 million offer is by no means an insult, 
the bid would have to be raised be- 
cause Dong is widely regarded as Chi- 
nese football’s brightest rising star. 

Lin Lefeng, general manager of 


Dalian Shide, told China Soccer Week- 
ly last week that his team is more 
than willing to help Dong move to 
England, as they did with Sun Jihai. 
He added that because sponsor Shide 
Group ranked amongst the richest en- 
terprises in China, money was never 
an issue for the club. 

“Our attitude is very positive, but the 
transfer is still at a preliminary stage,” 
said Lin. “Manchester United has of- 
fered a transfer fee of over £ 1 million, 
but Shide’s stance is firm, that is, we 
hope that Dong could join Manchester 
United by means of a long-term loan.” 

Other figures from Chinese foot- 
ball have expressed views that it may 
be too early for Dong to move to Euro- 
pean play. 

“From the perspective of physical 
condition, Dong is among the first class 
of soccer players. However, his technical 
level and personal communication abili- 
ties still need to be improved. I think it 
would be better for him to practice more 
in the Chinese soccer league and then 
move to Manchester United,” Milorad 
Kosanovic, Dalian Shide head coach, 
told the Guangzhou-based Soccer News 
on November 10. 


First Native Son in NBA 
Cut By Clippers 


Roster 

By Zhang Bo 

Domestic football fans are in a tizzy 
over the prospect of seeing two Chinese 
players take the field in top teams in 
England’s Premier League. Sun Jihai, 
who holds a firm position as a defender 
for Manchester City, may soon get some 
compatriot company in the league at ri- 
val team Manchester United. 

That squad is preparing the transfer 
of Dong Fangzhuo, the 18-year-old star 
of Chinese first division giant Dalian 
Shide, as part of its ambitious Asian de- 
velopment program. 

According to last Monday’s Titan 
Sports, at a news conference held on 
November 13, Sir Alex Ferguson, Man- 
chester United’s head coach, expressed 
stepped up interest in procuring the 
Chinese forward. Ferguson got the me- 
dia wheels churning harder when he 
said that in the next several weeks, a 
young Chinese player would join his 
squad. 

According to a report on the website 
Tom Sports Net on October 29, Man- 
chester United has made a firm bid of 
£ 1 million ($1.69 million) for the prom- 
ising Chinese player. 

A rising star 

Besides a good attitude, Dong is 
blessed with pace, power and lift. He 
jumps like a basketball player and has 
equal long-distance speed as his team- 
mate Hao Haidong, widely regarded as 
China’s top striker. 

Dong, promoted to the first squad of 
Dalian Shide last year, fired two shots 
during his debut on August 19, in which 
Dalian Shide won 3-2 against the ju- 
nior national team of Saudi Arabia at 
the country’s King’s Cup held in the city 
of Abha. Dong also scored in Dalian’s 
Asian Champions League match this 
March in South Korea. 

He has been called Hao Haidong’s 
successor and was picked among appli- 
cants from six top Chinese league clubs 


Dong Fangzhuo (blue) Photo by Photocome 


By Hou Mingxin 

L ast Saturday, the career of Wang 
Zhizhi, the first Chinese player 
in the NBA, hit a low point when 
he was released by the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers to make room for journeyman point 
guard Doug Overton. 

The 26-year-old Chinese center was 
originally picked by the Dallas Maver- 
icks in the second round of the 1999 
NBA Draft. Wang joined the Clippers in 
October last year as a free agent after 
one and a quarter seasons in Dallas. 

The 2.16-meter Wang signed a 
three-year, $6 million dollar contract 
and appeared in 43 games during 
parts of two seasons with the Clip- 
pers, averaging 4.3 points a game in 
just two appearances this season. 

The cut has cast doubt on Wang’s 
future in the league, especially now 
that he has been greatly overshad- 
owed by Yao Ming, the star Chinese 
center of the Houston Rockets. 

Relations between Wang and the 
Chinese Basketball Association (CBA), 
the basketball governing body of Chi- 
na, have grown worse over the past two 
years since he refused several times to 
go home and represent China at major 
international competitions. 

Due in part to Wang’s absence, de- 
fending champion China lost to South 


Wang Zhizhi (left) looks on from the bench during a Clippers game against the 
Utah Jazz on November 26, 2002 at the Staples Center. Photo hy Photocome 


Korea in the finals of last year’s Busan 
Asian Games and suffered another em- 
barrassing result in the 2002 World 
Championships in the US, where expec- 
tations for the team were high. 

Wang has said that he wanted to 
make some kind of deal with Chinese 
sports authorities in order to continue 
playing in the NBA, but the CBA has 
openly criticized him for lack of profes- 
sionalism, discipline and concern for na- 
tional interests, and expelled him from 


the Chinese national team last year. 

Since the news of Wang’s release 
came out, the one-time hero has be- 
come a hot topic in the domestic me- 
dia and on the Internet, with many 
people expressing beliefs that Wang’s 
bad luck is deserved. 

The CBA has not yet made any offi- 
cial comment on Wang Zhizhi’s cut by 
Clippers. Li Yuanwei, director of the 
association, told Sohu.com on Sunday 
that it was not the right time for his 
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Nandaoyucun Restaurant 


By James Liu 

W orkers’ Stadium has long 
held a special place in 
capital football fans’ hearts 
as the venue for the matches of local 
heroes Beijing Hyundai. Yet a few 
years of development have turned 
the area around the sports venue 
into something far more than a jock 
hang out - it has become a fine place 
to dine, to chill out and to party 
Restaurants began showing up on 
the roads around the stadium in 
2000 and there are now well over 
a dozen eateries, bars and cafe in 
the vicinity The stadium’s west gate 
offers the highest-end dining thanks 
to two Cantonese and one Hangzhou- 
style restaurant that stand next to 
Gongti 100, Beijing’s largest bowling 
venue, and an independent Italian 
restaurant across the street. The north 
gate is home to the greatest range 
of foods, from quick sandwiches and 
basic Chinese fare to restaurants that 
specialize in Spanish and Belgian 
cooking, as well as many bars. 

The south gate has been garnering 
a lot of attention as a hub of new 
development, but results so far are 
mixed. The somewhat hidden east gate 
is home to a few restaurants that 
draw a mixed crowd of lunch diners. 
Whatever kind of meal you are after, 
it is likely that the streets around 
Workers’ Stadium can accommodate. 



American- sized steaks and more at Outback Steakhouse 


Lineup: 

Outback Steakhouse 

Tel: 6506 6268 

Where: North gate of 

Workers’ Stadium, 

Chaoyang 

Flair Chivas Bar 

Tel: 6500 5888 

Where: North gate 

Nandaoyucun 

Tel: 6581 3888 

Where: West gate 

Sizhuqin 

Tel: 6553 9168 

Where: West gate 

YTCJ Cafe 

Tel: 6552 1472 

Where: West gate 

Metro Cafe 

Tel: 6594 0938 

Where: across street from 

west gate 

Wudai 

Tel: 6500 5318 
Where: South gate 
Deep 

Tel: 6552 7398 
Where: South gate 
Pipe’s Cafe 
Tel: 6593 7756 
Where: South gate 
Cana 33 
Tel: 6553 7862 
Where: South gate 
Four Seasons 
Tel: 6508 5823 
Where: East gate 
Jiuhuashan 
Tel: 6508 5830 
Where: East gate 
Capital Garden 
Restaurant 
Tel: 6508 5848/5850 
Where: East gate 


Stadium Area Offers 
Far More than Footie 


The two high-end, Cantonese- 
style seafood specialists outside the 
stadium’s west gate are 
Jinfuchaozhou and 
Nandaoyucun, both of which offer 
attractive, if pricey, business buffets. 
Nandaoyucun is currently running 
a third anniversary promotion in 
which all dishes are going for 
32 percent off. The restaurant’s 
specialty is dim sum and it offers 
a wide range of more than 40 



Four Seasons Restaurant 

reasonably priced varieties, such 
as the excellent steamed shrimp 
dumplings ( shuijing xiajiaohuang , 
16.8 yuan) with nearly transparent 
skins and fresh, tasty shrimp filling. 

At dinner, diners get to choose one 
free seafood dish from a selection 
of 12, such as shrimp, crab and 
scallops. One of the restaurant’s 
weaker points is its inexperienced 
wait staff, who may make their own 
additions to customers’ orders. 

Jinfuchaozhou is the new name 
of the earlier Xiangjiang Baoyuwang 
restaurant, but the abalone theme 
has not changed, nor have prices. 
Diners can expect to shell out 150 
yuan per head and up. 

Sizhuqin, west gate’s Hangzhou- 
style specialist, is more impressive 
for decor than food. Diners are 
serenaded by a traditional Chinese 
duet during dinner, but may feel less 
relaxed when they see the expensive 
menu, with even simple fried rice 
with ham and vegetables (yangzhou 
chaofan) fetching 22 yuan. 

One impressive dish is quick fried 
gingko with salt and prickly ash 
( jiaoyan xianbaiguo , 36 yuan), well 
cooked so that the gingko seeds, believed 
to aid the lungs in Chinese medicine, 
are all neatly opened to offer access 
to the flesh inside. Homestyle dishes 
fetch higher-than-average prices, such 
as the simple stewed tofu with shredded 
cucumber ( huanggua laodoufu ) priced 
at 20 yuan. Moreover, the kitchen is 


somewhat inconsistent. Not the best 
choice in the area. 

A little further down from these 
restaurants is the YTCJ Cafe, which 
offers a dozen kinds of teas and coffees 
at exorbitant prices, nearly twice as 
much as at local Starbucks outlets. 

The other side of the street is 
home of the Breathe Club, a new, 
fancy disco, and the established Italian 
eatery the Metro Cafe (see Italian 
Contender Squares Up at right). 

The area around the south gate 
is home to a slew of restaurants, 
generally of the smaller variety. The 
Wudai Restaurant, a Sichuan 
specialist nestled just off the street, 
offers exquisite decoration and food 
that will run most diners around 
80 yuan per person. Nearby is the 
Cana 33 bar, which has received 
recent press attention for the few 
Mexican offerings on its eclectic menu. 
According to reputable sources, 
however, the burritos and enchiladas 
are just as disappointing as those at 
Beijing’s other “Mexican” restaurants. 

This stretch also includes several 
bars and hang-outs, including a huge 
pool hall, Deep Bar, which offers live 
music and dancing, and Pipe Cafe. 



YTCJ Cafe 


Across the street is the time- 
honored Likang Kaoya Restaurant. 
Walking through the door is like 
stepping back a decade to the era of 
state-owned restaurants. The decor is 
sparse and tacky, the floor kind of dirty 
and the wait staff indifferent. Food is 
fine but the duck, priced at 66 yuan per 
set, is nothing special and of equivalent 
quality to that at cheaper restaurants. 

A better, albeit pricier, duck choice 
is the fine Jiuhuashan Roast Duck 
Restaurant at the stadium’s east 
gate. Other choices on the stadium’s 
eastern side are newcomer Four 
Seasons, a low-budget specialist in 
Cantonese cuisine that features a 
pleasant interior and food that should 
come in around 40 yuan person, 
and the higher-end Capital Garden 


Restaurant, a massive place with a 
wide ranging menu that draws the 
lunch crowd. 

Capital Garden looks like a villa 
and is decorated in audacious 
Western style, but features Chinese 
food. It has earned a reputation 
among both the Chinese and foreign 
business communities, drawn in part 
by the impressive food variety, 
ranging from basic dishes to abalone 
and shark fin. Diners should expect 
to pay around 100 per person. 



Abalone, shark fins, and shrimps of 
Capital Garden Restaurant 


The street north of the stadium’s 
north gate is arguably the most 
developed, with a range of Western 
and Eastern fare and two big bars, 
the Flair Chivas and Vic’s. Inside the 
gate is Outback Steakhouse, the first 
outlet of the US-based chain to open in 
the capital. As the name shows, their 
specialty is big slabs of beef that come 
well cooked but at premium prices. 

The Prime Minister’s prime rib set 
fetches 198 yuan and includes nearly 
500 grams of meat, a choice of soup 
or side, salad and bread. Outback also 
offers a variety of chicken, ribs, seafood 
and pasta options. “The grilled steak 
is much better than that of Friday’s,” 
account executive and steak lover Hu 
Ying told Beijing Today. 



Sizhuqin Restaurant 


Italian Contender Squares Up 

By Tom Spearman 

I know you should judge each res- 
taurant on its own merits, but when 
I went to Metro Cafe, I couldn’t help 
thinking of Giza, the first Italian res- 
taurant I had been to in Beijing with- 
out being disappointed. Everything 
had been great there, but I hadn’t 
been to Metro before and I had read 
online that it was the best Italian res- 
taurant in Beijing. 

One of the selling points is that 
Metro make their own pasta and sure 
enough there’s an enormous choice. 
Fortunately, the wait staff kept their 
distance while I sifted through the 
2,000 options. You choose from about 
a dozen different kinds of homemade 
pasta and from a page and half of 
sauces to go with it. I’d heard that Met- 
ro was pretty expensive but if you’re 
prepared to stick to pasta it’s very rea- 
sonable. My wife Laura flicked past 
the pasta pages and headed straight 
for the most expensive thing on the 
menu - king prawns, coming in at 
148 yuan, to follow a starter of pump- 
kin soup (35 yuan). I selected spinach 
ravioli with creamy parmesan alfredo 
sauce to start (60 yuan), followed by 
fettucine puttanesca (70 yuan). 

The glass of chianti I ordered tast- 
ed as though an Italian peasant’s sock 
had somehow made its way into the 
bottle. So I downed that fast and 
ordered a glass of Penfold’s shiraz 
cabernet (bin 35), an enormous im- 
provement for only an extra 5 yuan. 

Laura’s pumpkin soup was “good 
if you like sweet soup”. Very home- 
made, with a nice smooth texture, I 
thought. Her king prawn duly ruled. 
“Everything is good here,” she said. 
The prawn and the vegetables were 
delicious with a strongly-flavored an- 
chovy, garlic and ginger-based sauce. 
My spinach ravioli was so good that 
the alfredo sauce seemed a bit bor- 
ing in comparison. Another sauce op- 
tion might be better but that ravioli 
was tremendous. The fettucine put- 
tanesca was good, but this time the 
sauce was the best thing about it, 
with a wonderfully pungent aroma 
of anchovy. 

For desert, Laura wolfed down 
a New York cheesecake, which I 
thought was pretty ordinary. The 
espresso I ordered was probably the 
best I’ve had in China. I’d go back to 
Metro just for the coffee. But the rest 
of it was pretty good too. 

Where: 9 Gongti Xilu, across street 
from west gate of Workers’ Stadium, 
Chaoyang Open: 11:30 am - 2 pm, 
5:30-10 pm, weekends 11:30 pm - 10 
pm Tel: 6594 0938 Average cost: 100 
yuan per person 



Beef noodles, 18 yuan 

Photos by Lou Ge / Joel Kirkhart 


Boatiful’ Life at 
Stone Boat Cafe 


By Joel Kirkhart 

The secret is out - Ritan 
Park is the unlikely home of 
one of the most interesting, 
grooviest bars to appear in 
Beijing in a long time. The 
cozy Stone Boat Cafe occupies 
an actual stone boat (smaller 
than Cixi’s favorite) attached to 
a little pond in a picturesque 
corner of the park. 

A sense of history 
pervades the place from the 
beautifully restored paintings 
and carvings on the roof 
beams and windows. A lucky 
few can make it up the steep 
stairs to the loft area, as cozy 
a nook as one could hope 
to find. At the same time, 
Stone Boat gives a nod to 
the IT era with outlets sunk 
in the floor for powering 
notebook computers and 
wireless Internet access in 
the works. 

That kind of mix of old 
and new was part of owner 
Alec Shen’s careful plans 
for the place. “I wanted 
guests to recall the old 
Chinese lifestyle, particularly 
in the attention and 
connection to nature. From 
the environment and the 
building, I wanted it to 
be totally different from 
modern life, but still somehow 
connected,” he explained. 

The drinks menu is short 
and to the point, with beers 
going for a low 10 to 20 yuan 
each and cocktails priced at 
20 yuan for basics to 30 
for a sizeable Long Island 
iced tea. There is also a 
selection of real teas and 
lots of freshly brewed coffees, 
from cappuccino (18-26 yuan) 
to refillable brewed coffee at 
breakfast that costs just 5 
yuan. The bottomless mug is 
part of the Stone Boat’s great 
breakfast deal, 30 yuan for 
eggs, sausage or bacon, toast 
or French toast and yogurt or 
juice. 

From the bar’s tiny 
kitchen, chef Wang Jun also 
cooks up satisfying, 
competitively priced lunches 
and dinners, ranging from 
serious dishes like baked 
salmon pie with red wine 
pears (68 yuan) and the 
bargain pan-fried beef 
tenderloin with black pepper 
sauce and mushroom (38 
yuan) to fresh salads, simpler 
fried rice and noodle options 
and snacks. 

Stone Boat has a nearly 
unparalleled relaxing vibe 
and is a superb place to 
spend an afternoon, evening 
or whole day in any 
weather. It can be hard to 
find in the dark and getting 
out of the park can require 
fence hopping if the guards 
fall asleep, but it is more 
than worth it. You have 
been informed. 

Where: Inside west gate of 
Ritan Park Open: 7 :30 am - 
2 am 
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anguage Exchange 


The Guasha Treatment 

Directed by Zheng Xiaolong. 
Starring Zhu Xu, Liang Jiahui 
and Jiang Wenli. Based on 
the story of a middle-class fam- 
ily that emigrates from China 
to the US. The grandfather 
treats his grandson with ‘gua- 
sha,’ which causes marks on 
the body, when the son becomes 
ill. The American hospital staff 
then accuse the parents of abus- 
ing the child and take him away 
In English. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 
29 Liangmaqiao Lu When: No- 
vember 28-29, 7:30 pm Admis- 
sion: 40 yuan Tel: 13901134745 
The Italian Job 

Directed by F. Gary Gray. 
Starring Mark Wahlberg, Seth 
Green and Ed Norton. A bunch 
of high-rolling, professional 
crooks steal gold bullion from 
a palazzo in Venice and end up 
getting double-crossed by one of 
their own. They then plan a big- 
ger heist to exact their revenge 
on the traitor. In English. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Kexueyuan Nan- 
lu, Shuangyushu, Haidian When: 
from November 28 Admission: 
50 yuan Tel: 6261 2851 
Star Runner (Shaonian Ahu) 

A South Korean teacher comes 
to Hong Kong to teach at a box- 
ing academy where she meets a 
student named Ahu and a forbid- 
den love blossoms. In Korean with 
Chinese subtitles. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Kexueyuan Nan- 
lu, Shuangyushu, Haidian When: 
from November 28 Admission: 
50 yuan Tel: 6261 2851 


itoosO© 


The art of tea 

Tea Master Zhang Dawei will 
teach you the basics of the 
Chinese tea ceremony. Partici- 
pants can practice performing 
and serving tea. Everyone will 
receive a handout in English so 
you can practice the Dao of Tea 
on your own. English transla- 
tion provided. 

Where: Cha Jia Fu Teahouse, 
southwest bank of Houhai Lake 
When: November 29, 2:30-4:30 
pm Admission: 50 yuan (in- 
cludes tea) Tel: 13501035145 


A young Chinese college girl 
is looking for a native English 
speaker for language exchange. 
Tel: 6573 6649 

English major student wants 
to make friends with native 
English speakers. Email: 
suchseason@sohu.com 


Bring on the Brahms 

China Philharmonic Orchestra 
performs Johannes Brahms’s Trag- 
ic Overture, and Mozart’s 13th Ser- 
enade in G Major. 

Where: Poly Theatre When: 
November 28, 7:30 pm Admis- 
sion: 50-380 yuan Tel: 6500 1188 
ext. 5126 
Midnight bash 

Performed by Brazil State 
Song and Dance Troupe. 

Where: Beizhan Theater When: 
December 5, 7 :30 pm Admission: 
180-580 yuan Tel: 6835 1383 
Joel N. Juan Qui Vega 
premier concert in Beijing 
Joel N. Juan Qui Vega is a 
Mexican pianist of Chinese an- 
cestry. His repertoire extends 
from classical music to Mexican 
and Chinese music. 

Where: Concert Hall of Chi- 
na National Library, Zhongguan- 
cun Nandajie When: November 
29, 7:30 pm Admission: 80-200 
yuan Tel: 8488 7066 





xhibitions 

Collection 

exhibition 

This exhibition 
features famous works 
such as Horse by Yang 
Gang, the Courtyard by 
Fan Xiang and 
landscape by Li Xiaoke. 

Where: Creation Art 
Gallery, north end of 
Ritan Donglu When: till 
December 24, 10 am - 7 
pm Admission: free 
Tel: 8561 7570 



Morning Breeze by Fan 
Xiang 


Ghristmai 
Arts 
Fair 


The exhibition 
features limited 
edition prints, oil 
paintings and 
porcelain by Xiao 
Mi, Wei Ye, Zhang 
Ge, Yi ling, Lin 
Ghunyan. 

Where: Yan Club, 
4 liuxianqiao lu 
When: November 
29 - December 19, 
10 am - 8 pm 
Admission: free 
Tel: 8457 3506 


Raw moves 

Solo exhibition of 
renowned Australian 
photographer James 
Houston sponsored by 
the Australian Embassy. 

Where: Jintai Art 
Museum, 1 

Nongzhannanlu When: 
November 28 - 
December 8, 10 am - 4 
pm Admission: free 
Tel: 6501 4984 

Ninety-nine 

Beijing Tokyo Art 
Projects is inviting artists 
to bring their paintings, 
drawings and photos by 
November 29 and 99 will 
be selected for exhibition. 
All pieces are limited to 40 
cm by 40 cm in size. 

Where: Beijing Tokyo 
Art Projects, 4 
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Dashanzi 
When: November 29 - 
December 31 , 1 0 am - 6: 
30 pm (except Monday) 
Tel: 8457 3245 




Chinese folk music and 
instruments 

Renowned young Chinese mu- 
sician Shan Pengfei, (age 14) will 
play the Suona, a Chinese trum- 
pet-like instrument. Shan Wen- 
tong, who comes from a long line 
of suona and guanzi musicians 
from Henan Province and is a 
member of China’s National Folk 
Music Orchestra, will explain the 
instruments and all the interest- 
ing stories behind them. English 
narration provided. 

Where: Lee’s Carpet House. 
When: November 30, 1:30-4:30 
pm Admission: 50 yuan for 
adults, 30 yuan for students Tel: 
8462 2081 


E 


ports 


The tomb raiders 

An easy four hour walk that 
starts from a huge quarry and 
passes some Ming Tombs in Chang- 
ping County north of Beijing. 

Where: Meet at the Lido 
outside of Starbucks When: No- 
vember 30, 8:30 am Email: 
Huilin@bjhikers.com Tel: 139 1002 
5516 
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Seeking job 

Yuan Dingman, a 32-year-old 
translator, would like to work as 
a private tutor or travel guide for 
foreign friends. Tel: 8697 9782 
Seeking team members 

An international group of cy- 
clists will take an overland route 
from Beijing, China to Venice, It- 
aly. The trip will follow the same 
route that Marco Polo took, but 
instead of four years, the cyclists 
aim to cover it in about four 
months. Currently the group has 
three confirmed team members, 
one American and two Chinese. 
They hope to have six-to-eight 
people in the group. Anyone in- 
terested in this adventure is wel- 
come to join. 

Contact: Tony Chen 
Email: tony_cg@sina.com 
Tel: 13601094588 


“tage 


Irish Coffee (Ai’erlan Kafei) 

Adapted from the novel by 
popular Internet writer Pizi Cai, 
this drama tells the story of a 
love affair between a man and a 
cafe owner. 

Where: People’s Art Theatre, 
22 Wangfujing Dajie When: till 
December 12, 7:15 pm Admis- 
sion: 100 yuan Tel: 6525 0996 

We are glad to receive your feed- 
back. We will print employment, 
language exchange and accommoda- 
tion info for individuals. Feel free to 
email us at bjtodayinfo @ 3 met.c 0 m 
or call 6590 2520 

By Guo Yuandan 
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dvertising agent service 

mu, 

usiness service 


orporation identity 
design service 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


ft 


Our servee including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 30011 68744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

ifeilt: Its* 1 S 7 ^ 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU, HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $f 57107-57109 88371521 if M: 68342761 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE -MEDIA ® Z 3 V J 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
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\ MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ we’re looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 

♦ Trademark introduction; 

♦ Marketing promotion and management; 

♦ Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
TeU1391 11 9521 9 

51 u si ness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

, Hotline: 010-66050775 , 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building,No.l7 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
























Nanhuqu 


Laiguangying 


Dayani 


Gaojiabao 


Yizhuang 


Liyingzhan 


Langfazhan 


Yuantong Qiao 


Dayangfang Qiao 


Shangqmg Qiao 


Pmgfang Qiao 


Jmyuan Qiao 


Yuanmingyuan( ® ) 


Dong Ba ( & ty ) 


Xiela (cable-suspension) Qiao 


The 350-hectare Yuanmingyuan, or Garden of Gardens, was a 
royal park built during the reign of emperors Kangxi and Yong- 
zhen of the Qing Dynasty, in the first two decades of the 18th 
century and was used as the office of the emperors during sum- 
mer. 

The park combined the delicacy of the tiny gardens of South- 
ern China, the wilderness of the forests from the north, and 
European style architecture. It was destroyed in 1860 by the 
Anglo-French Allied Forces, who entered Beijing in the second 
Opium War. 

Yuanmingyuan has become a hot topic these days, with many 
people appealing for its reconstruction. However the govern- 
ment has ruled that only some of the relics in the park will be 
restored, while a park will be established, based on the ruins. 


Dong Ba was once a small village to the northeast of 
Beijing. With the rapid expansion of the city, the village has 
become one of the ten residential districts surrounding the 
city, along with Tiantongyuan, Huilongguan, Shijingshan, Xi- 
hongmen and others. 

Bordering the third diplomatic area in the west and facing 
the new central business district in the south, Dong Ba is de- 
scribed as the “backyard” of the two districts, and is consid- 
ered to have huge potential in real estate development. 

Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-shing’s real estate developing 
arm, Hutchison Whampoa, expressed interest in the district 
in September 2001, but later abandoned the idea. Land prices 
and its geomantic location were said to be the two major fac- 
tors behind the decision. 


Hongshan Qiao 


Yuanmingyuan (west) 


Yuanmingyuan (east) 
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Nangao 


Xianghongqi 


Xiangquanzhan 


Taking the Fifth 


Xingshikou 


Fushizhan 


Fuxinglu 


Lugu 


Lugouqiao 
Wanping 

Laozh 


Xihongmen 


B eijing has its second, third, fourth ring 
roads, the first, however, seems to be miss- 
ing. In fact, the narrow pathway around 
the Forbidden City is generally aknowl- 
edged to be the “First Ring Road.” The Sec- 
ond Ring Road was built in the 1970s, the third in the 
1980s, and the fourth ring road in the 1990s. 

On November 1, Beijing marked the completion of 
the Fifth Ring Road, and it was put into operation the 
same day. 

With an investment of 13.64 billion yuan and three 
years in the building, the 98-kilometer-long Fifth Ring 
Road links several tourist attractions as well as some 
of the city’s newest residential districts. 

Major sites include Yuanmingyuan (00/5 0) in the 
north west, Wanping and Lugou Qiao (fi 

) , or Marco Polo Bridge in the south west, Yinluchi (it 
in the south, Yizhuang (^F^) in the southeast, 
and Dongba in the east. 


Encircling the capital at an average distance of 10 to 
15 kilometers from downtown, the Fifth Ring Road also 
links the Airport Expressway , the Beijing- 

Tongxian Expressway ( , the Beijing-Tianjin- 
Tanggu Expressway , the Beijing-Kaifeng 

Expressway (TjCff , the Beijing-Shijiazhuang Ex- 
pressway ( itjii) , the Beijing- Shenyang Express- 
way , the Beijing-Badaling Expressway (A> 

and the Beijing-Chengde Expressway ( TjC 

Unlike the other ringroads, there is a 0.5 yuan per 
kilometer toll for driving on the Fith Ring Road. De- 
bate is still continuing in the city council on whether 
or not a fee should be charged, as the road is funded 
from the government budget that comes from taxpay- 
ers’ pockets. The counter argument is that as the road 
was built using public debt, it is a business where the 
government has to pay the bond purchasers with inter- 
est, so a toll should be charged to users to cover this. 


Dongba 


Yaojiayuan 


Huayuanzha 


Dougezhuang 
Huagonglu 

X 

Kanghualu 
Xiaoyangfang 


Yinluchi 


Jingxianzhan 


Beijing’s newest ring road has 32 entrances and exists 


Wanping / 

The small walled town beside the Yongding 
River, once an important water source for Beijing, 
is famous as the starting point of the first an- 
ti-Japanese war, on July 7, 1937, at Lugou Qiao 
(Marco Polo Bridge) just to the west. 

Wanping first became a military stronghold 
nearly 1,000 years ago in the Liao Dynasty. The 
tiny town, covering just 0.2 square kilometers, 
was designed as a defense against the Manchuri- 
ans from the northeast. In the final years of Ming 
Dynasty it developed into a small town. 

Today, the town has become a tourist site com- 
memorating the past, with arts, crafts and small 
articles for sale in the tens of shops along its only 
street. The largest building in the town is the An- 
ti-Japanese Memorial Hall, which holds a great 
number of records and articles from the eight war 
years in the 1930s and 1940s. 

The ten-century-old Lugou Bridge is famous 
for the 999 carved stone lions along its two sides. 
In the 1930s, Japanese troops crossed this bridge 
on their march into Beijing. 


Yin Lu Chi 

Yin Lu ChiGi:JL>&) refers to the pond where Milu, or David’s deer drink. 
Today, it is in Miluyuan ( ) , a garden specially built for the animal 

that originated in China, disappeared for a century and was reintroduced 
from Europe in 1985. 

Miluyuan is part of the ancient royal hunting garden, but only three per- 
cent of the original 210 square kilometers remain, in the south of Beijing. 
The royal hunting garden, once called Nanhaizi, was first established in 
the Yuan Dynasty, and was maintained by the following Ming Dynasty as a 
royal hunting garden and a military school for the royal youngsters. When 
the Manchurian Qing Dynasty supplanted the Ming, they renamed the gar- 
den Nanyuan, and enclosed it with a long wall. 

In 1900, when the Eight-Power Allied Forces entered Beijing to put down 
the Boxer Rebellion, they destroyed the garden, burnt the temples, killed 
the animals and drove off the guarding soldiers. David’s deer was one of the 
most common animals in the garden. 

Pere (Father) David, a French missionary, purchased a number of David’s 
deer in 1865 and sent them back to France, where they bred and prospered. 

In 1985, as a result of efforts by the World Wildlife Foundation, the Brit- 
ish government sent 22 of the deer back to their original habitat, the Beijing 
Miluyuan. Since then, China has established four natural parks for the deer 
in Beijing, Jiangsu, Hubei and Henan, and the number in China has in- 
creased to 2,000. 


Yi Zhuang 


Yi Zhuang was 
also just a small vil- 
lage ten yeas ago, 
in the southeast of 
Beijing. Following 
the establishment 
there of the seven- 
square-kilometer 
Beijing Economic 
Technological Devel- 
opment Area, the 
tiny land area has 
become an important 
high-tech industrial 
zone and a high- 
grade residential sat- 
ellite community for 
white-collar workers 
from both the indus- 
trial area and down- 
town area. 


Wanping Qiao 


Jingkai Qiao 


Wufang Qiao 
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